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INTRODUCTION.

T o  c r o s s  a  v a s t  c o n t i n e n t ,  a n d  a  v a s t e r  o c e a n ,  d e m a n d s

a  m o t i v e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r c e .  W h e n  s u c h  a  j o u r n e y  l e a d s

o n e  d i r e c t l y  a w a y  f r o m  h i s  c h e r i s h e d  h o m e - f r o m  t h e  w i f e

o f  h i s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c l u s t e r  r o u n d  t o  l i s p  a

f a t h e r ' s  n a m e - t h e n  s e r i o u s  a f f a i r s  s u r e l y  s h o u l d  b e

s o u n d i n g  a n  i m p e r a t i v e  c a l l  i n  t h e  e a r  o f  t h e  t r a v e l l e r .

I  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  s u c h  a  j o u r n e y ,  a n d  u n d e r  s u c h

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

W a s  I  l e d  b y  t h e  r e n o w n  o f  a n c i e n t  I t a l y - t h e  t e e m i n g

p a g e  o f  h e r  i m m o r t a l  s t o r y ?  A h !  n o .  T h e  s m i l e  a r o u n d  m y

h e a r t h  a n d  h o m e  a r e  a  t h o u s a n d  t i m e s  d e a r e r  t o  m y  h e a r t

t h a n  a l l  t h e  d e e d s  o f  d e p a r t e d  h e r o e s .  W a s  t h e r e  a  c h a r m  f o r

m e  i n  t h e  m o u l d e r i n g  r u i n s  o f  p a g a n  t e m p l e s ?  o r  i n  t h e   e l e-

g a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  p a p a l  w o r s h i p ?  o r  w e r e  t h e s e  u n t h o u g h t

o f  i n  t h a t  h o u r  o f  u n t o l d  e m o t i o n  w h e n  I  r e n t  m y s e l f  f r o m

t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  p r e s e n t  h a p p i n e s s  t o  s e e k  a n  a l m o s t

u n k n o w n  f u t u r e .

A s  a  s e r v a n t  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  o p p o s e

" o n e  w h o  e x a l t e t h  h i m s e l f  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  G o d , "  a n d

h e l d  a n  u s u r p e d  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  m a n y  n a t i o n s .

I t a l y  a p p e a r e d  a  d e a t h - w r a p t  l a n d ,  w h e r e  t h e  e r r o r s

o f  a g e s  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  c o m b a t  m y  a t t e m p t  w i t h  g i g a n t i c

p o w e r s .  I  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  p u b l i s h  t h e s e

l e t t e r s  t o  m y  f a m i l i a r  f r i e n d s ,  a s  a  b r i e f  r e c o r d  o f  m y

m i s s i o n .
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S o u t h a m p t o n ,  J u n e  1 4 t h ,  1 8 5 0 .

MY DEAR SISTER,

Though  a lmos t  ha l f  t he  wor ld  l i e s  be tween  us ,  I  hope  t h i s  b r i e f

r eco rd  o f  my  t r ave l s  w i l l  r e ach  you  i n  s a f e ty .  Where soeve r  I  may  be  de s t i ned  t o

w a n d e r ,  I  s h a l l  e v e r  r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  c h a r m s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e

i n t e r r u p t e d  o n  e a r t h ,  b u t  a r e  h a p p i l y  c o n s e c r a t e d  i n  y o u r  b o s o m ,  a n d  m i n e ,  f o r

e t e r n i t y :  t h e y  s e e m  l i k e  a  g o l d e n  c h a i n ,  p a s s i n g  o v e r  e a r t h  a n d  o c e a n ,  a n d

l ink ing  th i s  fo re ign  sho re  wi th  you  dwe l l ing  in  t he  f a r  d i s t an t  Wes t .

Reca l l i ng  t he  s cenes  o f  t he  pa s t ,  My  mind  r eve r t s  t o  t he  19 th  o f

Oc tober ,  1840 ,  when ,  in  so lemn s i l ence ,  I  l e f t  wha t ,  nex t  to  God ,  was  dea res t  t o

my  hea r t  -  my  f r i ends ,  my  lov ing  wi fe ,  and  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  As  I  pu r sued  my

j o u r n e y ,  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  m y  b r e t h r e n ,  m a n y  c o n f l i c t i n g  f e e l i n g s  o c c u p i e d  m y

b o s o m  -  t h e  g a r d e n s  a n d  f i e l d s  a r o u n d  o u r  b e l o v e d  c i t y  w e r e  e x c h a n g e d  f o r  t h e

v a s t  w i l d e r n e s s  w h i c h  l a y  s p r e a d  o u t  b e f o r e  u s  f o r  a  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s .  I f  m y  m i n d

s t i l l  g l a n c e d  o n w a r d ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  s t o r m y  m a i n ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  f a r  d i s t a n t

pe r spec t ive ,  a  l and  o f  s t r ange r s  -  t he  f i e ld  o f  my  mis s ion .  We  were  has t en ing

f u r t h e r  a n d  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  f r o m  t h e  m i g h t  m a g n e t  -  H O M E !  b u t  w e  k n e w  t h a t  t h e

work  i n  wh ich  we  were  engaged  was  t o  ca r ry  l i gh t  t o  t hose  who  sa t  i n  da rknes s ,

a n d  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  t h e  S h a d o w  o f  D e a t h ,  a n d  o u r  b o s o m s  g l o w e d  w i t h  l o v e  a n d

o u t  t e a r s  w e r e  w i p e d  a w a y .

S o m e  j u d g e d  o u r  h o r s e s  w e r e  t o o  e n f e e b l e d  t o  b e a r  u s  o v e r  t h e  m i g h t y

p l a i n ;  b u t  w h e n  t h e  s n o w s  b e g a n  t o  f a l l ,  w i n d s  s w e p t  o u r  p a t h w a y ,  a n d  e n a b l e d

us  t o  pa s s  w i thou t  d i f f i cu l t y ,  wh i l e  on  ou r  r i gh t  and  l e f t ,  t he  coun t ry  was  deep ly

c o v e r e d  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s .

O n e  d a y ,  a s  w e  w e r e  t a k i n g  o u r  n o o n - t i d e  m e a l ,  a n d  o u r  h o r s e s  w e r e

qu ie t l y  g raz ing  on  the  p ra i r i e s ,  t he  fo l l owing  scene  occu r r ed .  A  s t a r t l i ng  shou t

r e s o u n d e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  l i t t l e  c a m p  -  "To  arms !    To  Arms !   The  Ind ians  a re  upon

u s !"   We  looked ,  and  behe ld  a  spec t ac l e ,  g r and ,  impos ing ,  and  f ea r fu l .   Two

h u n d r e d  w a r r i o r s  u p o n  t h e i r  f u r i o u s  s t e e d s ,  p a i n t e d ,  a r m e d ,  a n d  c l o t h e d  w i t h

a l l  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  w a r ,  r u s h i n g  t o w a r d s  u s  l i k e  a  m i g h t y  t o r r e n t .  I n  a  m o m e n t

we  p l aced  ou r se lve s  i n  a t t i t ude  o f  de f ence .  Bu t  cou ld  we  expec t  w i th  t h i r t y  men

t o  w i t h s t r a n d  t h i s  p o w e r f u l  h o s t ?   O n w a r d  c a m e  t h e  s a v a g e  b a n d  w i t h

a c c e l e r a t e d  s p e e d ,  a s  a  m i g h t  r o c k ,  l o o s e d  f r o m  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ' s  b r o w ,  r u s h e s

i m p e t u o u s l y  d o w n w a r d ,  s w e e p i n g ,  o v e r t u r n i n g ,  a n d  b u r y i n g  e v e r y  t h i n g  i n  i t s

cou r se .  We  saw  i t  was  t he i r  i n t en t i on  t o  c ru sh  u s  benea th  t he  f ee t  o f  t he i r

f o a m i n g  c h a r g e r s .  N o w  t h e y  w e r e  w i t h i n  a  f e w  p a c e s ,  a n d  i n  a n o t h e r  m o m e n t

we  shou ld  be  ove rwhe lmed ,  when ,  l o !  an  a l a rm  l i ke  an  e l ec t r i c  shock  s t ruck

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r a n k s ,  a n d  s t a y e d  t h e i r  c a r e e r ,  a s  a n  a v a l a n c e  s w e e p i n g  d o w n  t h e

m o u n t a i n  s i d e ,  s t o p s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  i t s  c o u r s e  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a  h a n d  u n s e e n

-  t h e  L o r d  h a d  s a i d ,  " T o u c h  n o t  m i n e  a n o i n t e d  a n d  d o  m y  p r o p h e t s  n o  h a r m "

I T A L I A N M I S S I O N .

LETTER  I.
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-  t h e  L o r d  h a d  s a i d ,  " T o u c h  n o t  m i n e  a n o i n t e d  a n d  d o  m y  p r o p h e t s  n o  h a r m "
M a n y  i n c i d e n t s  o c c u r r e d  w h i c h  o f t e n  c a l l e d  f o r t h  t h e  r e m a r k ,  t h a t ,  i n

o u r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  L o r d  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  m o r e  v i s i b l y
m a n i f e s t e d .  W h e n  w e  a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  M i s s o u r i ,  h e r  w a t e r s
i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n g e a l e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  s e a s o n ,  t h u s  f o r m i n g  a
b r i d g e  o v e r  w h i c h  w e  p a s s e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e :  t h i s  w a s  n o  s o o n e d
a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h a n  t h e  t o r r e n t  r a n  a s  b e f o r e .

On  a r r iv ing  a t  Kanesv i l l e ,  we  were  sa lu ted  wi th  shou t ings ,  f i r ing  o f
c a n n o n s ,  s o n g s  o f  r e j o i c i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  w e l c o m e .  D u r i n g  t h e
few days  o f  ou r  s t ay ,  we  expe r i enced  un ive r sa l  k indness  f rom the  Sa in t s .  I  sha l l
n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  p a r t i n g  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  H y d e ,  a n d  t h e  d e e p  i n t e r e s t  h e
man i f e s t ed  fo r  myse l f ,  and  mi s s ion ,  a s  he  gave  me  an  a f f ec t i ona t e  f a r ewe l l ,  and ,
i n  t he  fu l l ne s s  o f  h i s  sou l  imp lo red  t he  Power s  o f  Heaven  t o  p ro t ec t  me  f rom
e v i l  i n  t h a t  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n .

I  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  M o u n t  P i s g a h  a n d  G a r d e n  G r o v e .  A t  b o t h  p l a c e s
I  much  en joyed  t he  soc i e ty  o f  my  o ld  acqua in t ances .  I  p roceeded  t o  Nauvoo .     I
gazed  upon  i t s  ru ins -  t he  d i r e fu l  work  o f  moboc racy .  My  hea r t  s i ckened  a s        I
con templa t ed  tha t  once  beau t i fu l  c i t y ,  f i l l ed  wi th  the  songs  o f  r e jo i c ing ,  and  a l l
t h a t  w a s  g o o d  a n d  v i r t u o u s ,  w h e r e  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  h a d  s o u n d e d  f o r t h
u p o n  t h e  e a r s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  t h e  d e e p  a n d  h e a v e n l y  m y s t e r i e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n
c o n c e a l e d  f o r  a g e s :  t h e r e  w e  h a d  m e t  t o g e t h e r ,  o f t  r e l a t i n g  t h e  s a d  t a l e  o f  o u r
p a s t  w o e s  -  t h e  b i t t e r  c u p  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a d  t a k e n  s u c h     a b u n-
d a n t  d r a u g h t s :  t h e r e  t h e  o l d  a n d  t h e  y o u n g  h a d  r e j o i c e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  b l e s s-
ings  o f  t he  new and  eve r l a s t i ng  covenan t .  Bu t  now,  oh ,  how sad  the  change !  -
t h e  m o s s  w a s  g r o w i n g  u p o n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  w e r e  f a s t  c r u m b l i n g  d o w n ,  t h e
w i n d o w s  w e r e  b r o k e n  i n ,  t h e  d o o r s  w e r e  s h a k i n g  t o  a n d  f r o  b y  t h e  w i n d  u p o n
the i r  r u s ty ,  c r eak ing  h inges ;  t he  l ove ly  Temple  o f  ou r  God  -  once  t he  admi ra-
t i o n  a n d    a s t o n i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e  S a i n t s  -  w a s  b u r n e d ,
a n d  h e r  b l a c k e d  w a l l s  w e r e  f a l l i n g  u p o n  e a c h  o t h e r .  E v e r  a n d  a n o n  a  h u m a n
h e a d  w o u l d  b e  t h r u s t  t h r o u g h  w i n d o w s  t o  g a z e  u p o n  t h e  t r a v e l l e r ;  b u t  t h e s e
w e r e  n o t  S a i n t s :  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  n o w  d w e l t  i n  t h o s e  h o u s e s ,  w h o  w a l k e d  t h o s e
s t r ee t s ,  be l i eved  no t  in  Jesus ,  the  son  o f  God  -  they  were  p ro fessed  In f ide l s .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  I  e n t e r e d  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  o f  p a i n f u l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y
o f  t he  Sa in t s .  I f ,  on  o rd ina ry  occas ions ,  words  a re  t oo  weak  to  convey  the
f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  w h e r e  s h a l l  I  f i n d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  t o  p o r t r a y  t h e  t h o u g h t s  t h a t
ag i t a t ed  my  mind  a s  I  en t e r ed  Ca r thage?  The re ,  bu t  a  f ew  yea r s  be fo r e ,  was  a
s c e n e  o v e r  w h i c h  m y  b r e a s t  a l t e r n a t e l y  g l o w s  a n d  c h i l l s  w i t h  h o r r o r  a n d    i n d i g-
n a t i o n .  H e r e ,  a n  i n f a m o u s  m o b  w e r e  i m b r u i n g  t h e i r  h a n d s  i n  t h e  b l o o d  o f  o u r
b e l o v e d  P r o p h e t  a n d  P a t r i a r c h ,  J o s e p h  a n d  H y r u m .  O h ,  e a r t h !  t h e n  f l o w e d  o n
t h y  c o l d  b o s o m  t h e  b l o o d  o f  t h y  n o b l e s t  a n d  b e s t .  W h o  w e r e  t h o s e  M a r t y r e d
Ones?  Ask  the  min i s t e r ing  ange l s  f rom on  h igh !  -  Ask  the  demons  o f  t he  da rk
a b y s s !  -  A s k  t h e  m i g h t y  t h r o n g  w h o m  t h e y  h a v e  g u i d e d  t o  p e a c e ,  k n o w l e d g e ,
wi sdom and  power !  And  who  a re  t hey?  My f r i ends  -  t he  f r i ends  o f  mi l l i ons  -  t he
friends of UNIVERSAL MAN.
O v e r  t h a t  g u i l t y  p l a c e  t h e r e  s e e m e d  t o  h a n g  t h e  g l o o m  o f  d e a t h  -  t h e  e m b l e m
o f  t h e  d e e d  w h i c h  w a s  p a s s e d ,  a n d  t h e  f o r e s h a d o w i n g  o f  r i g h t e o u s  r e t r i b u t i o n .
A l t h o u g h  h u n g r y  a n d  f a t i g u e d ,  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  i n d u c e  m e  t o  e a t  o r  d r i n k  a m o n g
t h a t  a c c u r s e d  a n d  p o l l u t e d  p e o p l e .

In  S t  Lou i s ,  we  found  a  l a rge  b r anch  o f  t he  Church  o f  nea r ly  4000
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m e m b e r s .  W e  w e r e  k i n d l y  r e c e i v e d ;  a n d  i t  w a s  d e l i g h t f u l  t o  s e e  t h e m  a s s e m b l e d
i n  t h e i r  s p a c i o u s  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  h a l l .  T h e  c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n
re f l ec t s  t he  h ighes t  c r ed i t  upon  the i r  o f f i ce r s .

On  the  25 th  o f  March ,  I  l e f t  New York ,  on  boa rd  the  "Shannon . "  I  had
a  p l e a s a n t  v o y a g e  o v e r  t h e  g r e a t  w a t e r s ,  a n d  a t  l e n g t h ,  o n  t h e  1 9 t h  o f  A p r i l ,
c ame  in  s igh t  o f  A lb ion ' s  sho re s .  I  neve r  behe ld  a  more  l ove ly  morn ing .
E v e r y t h i n g  w o r e  a n  e n c h a n t i n g  a p p e a r a n c e .  A  c h e e r i n g  c a l m  s e r e n i t y  r e s t e d
u p o n  t h e  b r o a d  b o s o m  o f  t h e  w a t e r s .  O l d  E n g l a n d  l a y  b e f o r e  b e  b e s p r i n k l e d
w i t h  f a r m s  a n d  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  h u m a n  d w e l l i n g s ,  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  h a w t h o r n
h e d g e s ,  a n d  n e w l y  p l o w e d  g r o u n d s .  A r o u n d  a b o u t  o n  t h e  w a t e r s ,  i n  f u l l  v i e w ,
w e r e  s h i p  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s ;  s o m e  p a s s i n g  i n  o n e  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  s o m e  i n  a n o t h e r .
I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h i s  e n c h a n t i n g  s c e n e ,  m y  f e e l i n g s  q u i c k l y  c h a n g e d  f r o m  t h e
h igh -  t h r i l l i ng  t one  o f  an ima t ion ,  and  f e l l  i n to  pens ive  me lancho ly ,  a s  t he
t h o u g h t s  o f  m y  l o v e d  h o m e  c r o w d e d  u p o n  m y  m i n d .  S i x  l o n g  m o n t h s  I  h a d
b e e n  a u g m e n t i n g  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  m y s e l f  a n d  t h o s e  I  l o v e ,  a n d  s t i l l  I  m u s t
c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o .  T h i n g s  c e r t a i n l y  a p p e a r e d  s t r a n g e  t o  m e  w h e n  I  t h o u g h t  o f
t h e  u n k n o w n  f u t u r e  o f  m y  m i s s i o n .  B u t  t h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  w h o l e  e a r t h  h a d  s e n t
me ;  and  i n  h i s  name  I  was  r e so lved  eve r  t o  t o  go  fo rward .

On  my a r r iva l  a t  L ive rpoo l ,  I  was  p r iv i l eged  wi th  the  company  o f  E lde r s
Eras tus  Snow,  Frank l in  D.  Richards ,  and  Pres iden t  Pra t t ' s  f ami ly .  Af te r  l eav ing
th is  c i ty ,  I  v i s i ted  the  fo l lowing  conferences :  -  Manches te r ,  Maccles f ie ld ,
B i r m i n g h a m ,  C h e l t e n h a m ,  S o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e ,  L o n d o n  a n d  S o u t h a m p t o n .
P r e s i d e n t s .  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e d  m e  w i t h  k i n d n e s s ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d
l i b e r a l l y  t o w a r d s  m y  m i s s i o n ;  a n d ,  t h o u g h  I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f
v i s i t i ng  Cambr i a ' s  h i l l s ,  t he  We lch  b r e th r en  have  s en t  dona t i ons  w i th  a l l  t ha t
nob l enes s  o f  sou l  wh ich  g ive s  unasked .

H o w  c h a n g e d  m y  f e e l i n g s  f r o m  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s o m e  e i g h t  y e a r s  a g o .
Then ,  I  m igh t  s ay ,  I  en t e r ed  Br i t a in  a  l one ly  fo r e igne r ,  unacqua in t ed  w i th  t he
manner s ,  l aws ,  cus toms ,  and  in s t i t u t ions  o f  t he  coun t ry .  Now,  I  f e l t  myse l f  com-
p a r a t i v e l y  a t  h o m e .  M a n y  w h o  w e r e  m y  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  G o s p e l  s u r r o u n d e d  m e
a s  I  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  w h e r e  I  h a d  f o r m e r l y  l a b o u r e d .  I  a l s o
h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  s e e i n g  m e n  w h o m  I  b a p t i z e d  o n  m y  f o r m e r  m i s s i o n ,  n o w
p r e a c h i n g  t h e  G o s p e l ,  a n d  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  i m p o r t a n t  c o n f e r e n c e s .

T h e  t r a v e l l e r  i n  t h e  D e s e r t  s o m e t i m e s  f i n d s  a  g r e e n  s p o t  w h i c h  s t a n d s
i n  d e e p  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  b a r r e n n e s s  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  n a t u r e .  E n g l a n d  a p p e a r s
thus  now I  am abou t  t o  l e ave  i t s  sho re s  fo r  t he  l ands  o f  da rknes s .  The  vo i ce s  o f
a  t h o u s a n d  f r i e n d s  a r e  d y i n g  a w a y  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  w h i l e  b e f o r e  m e  i s  a  l a n d  o f
s t r ange r s ,  whose  tongues  soon  wi l l  sound  in  my  ea r s  l i ke  the  j a rgon  o f  Baba l .  I
h a v e  b e e n  r e f r e s h e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  s o  m a n y  k i n d  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  g o  f o r t h
o n  m y  m i s s i o n  w i t h  r e n e w e d  e n e r g y  o f  b o d y  a n d  m i n d .
To-mor row I  l eave  th i s  p lace  fo r  I t a ly .  Fa rewel l  my  dea r  S i s t e r ,  and  my Heaven ' s
c h o i c e s t  b l e s s i n g s  b e  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  p o r t i o n  i s  t h e  p r a y e r  o f

Your  a f fec t iona te  Bro the r ,
LORENZO SNOW

To Miss  El iza R.  Snow,
Great  Sal t  Lake Ci ty ,

Cal i fornia .

ITALIAN MISSION. 7
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ITALIAN MISSION.8

G e n o a ,  J u l y  2 0 t h ,  1 8 5 0 .

MY DEAR FRANKLIN,
Hav ing  sa fe ly  r eached  the  l and  o f  my  mis s ion ,  I  t ake  the  ea r l i e s t

o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  d e s c r i b i n g  m y  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  p r o s p e c t s .
Th i s  anc i en t  c i t y ,  whe re  I  have  now r e s ided  a  sho r t  t ime ,  con t a in s

a b o u t  1 4 0 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s .  I t  i s  c h i e f l y  b u i l t  u p o n  u n d u l a t i n g  g r o u n d ,
e x t e n d i n g  b a c k  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ,  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s ,
r e a c h i n g  p a r t l y  u p  t h e i r  s u m m i t .  B e f o r e  m e  I  h a v e  a  m o s t  l o v e l y  a n d
i n t e r e s t i n g  v i e w  o f  t h e  p o r t  o f  G e n o a ,  a n d  t h e n  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  b e a r i n g
u p o n  h e r  b r o a d  b o s o m  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  f i s h i n g  b o a t s ,  s c h o o n e r s ,  w a r  f r i g a t e s ,
s t e a m e r s ,  a n d  s h i p s  o f  m a n y  n a t i o n s .

The  ed i f i ces  o f  th i s  f amed  c i ty  l i e  open  on  my  r igh t  and  l e f t .  I t s
p a l a c e s ,  n u m e r o u s  c a t h e d r a l s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  h i g h - b u i l t  p r o m e n a d e s ,  a n d  a n t i q u e
b u i l d i n g s  f o r m  a l t o g e t h e r  a  v e r y  s i n g u l a r  a n d  m a g n i f i c e n t  a p p e a r a n c e .  A t  a
l i t t l e  d i s t ance  f rom the  c i ty ,  I  have  the  f a sc ina t ing  scene ry  o f  I t a ly ' s  p i c tu resque
moun ta in s ,  and  ove r  my  head  i s  a  sky  o f  c l ea re s t  b lue .  My  eyes  a r e  f i l l ed  w i th
t ea r s  wh i l e  a t t emp t ing  t o  p i c tu r e  t he  g lo r ious  v i ew .  I t  r e ca l l s  t o  mind  t he  more
than  love ly  -  the  sac red  scenery  o f  the  fa r -o f f  Wes t  -  the  Va l ley  o f  the  Grea t  Sa l t
l a k e ,  w h e r e  i s  p o u r e d  f o r t h  t h e  s t r e a m s  o f  r e v e l a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  o u r  b e l o v e d
P r o p h e t ,  B r i g h a m ,  t o  a  p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  w h e r e ,
n i n e  m o n t h s  a g o ,  i n  m o u r n f u l  s i l e n c e ,  w e  p r e s s e d  t h e  p a r t i n g  h a n d s  o f  o u r
w e e p i n g  w i v e s  a n d  t e n d e r  o f f s p r i n g .

Th is  c i ty  i s  f i l l ed  wi th  a rmed  men;  so ,  in  fac t ,  i s  a lmos t  every  sea -por t
t own  and  c i t y  t h rough  wh ich  we  have  pas sed  s ince  l eav ing  Eng land .  L i t t l e
m o n e y  i s  c i r c u l a t i n g ,  a n d  c o m m e r c e  l a n g u i s h e s  o n  e v e r y  s i d e .  T h e  c o u n t r y  i s
n o t  y e t  i n  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e t t l e d  c o n d i t i o n  t o  i n d u c e  t h e  e n t e r p r i z e  o f  t h e
cap i t a l i s t .  S ince  the  r evo lu t ion ,  t he  work ing  c l a s s  have  su f fe red  seve re ly  f rom
the  dep res s ion  o f  bus ines s .  Wages  a re ,  o f  cou r se ,  ve ry  low.  Upon  an  ave rage ,
p e r h a p s ,  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  c e n t s  f o r  a  d a y ' s  w o r k  f o r  a  l a b o u r e r .  w h i c h  i s
c o m m o n l y  m a d e  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  a b o u t  s i x t e e n  h o u r s .

May  o f  t he  cus toms ,  l aws  and  i n s t i t u t i ons  a r e  ve ry  s i ngu l a r .
P r i e s t  a r e  s e e n  i n  g r e a t  n u m b e r s  o n  e v e r y  s i d e .  I  m e e t  t h e m  i n  e v e r y

s t r ee t .  F rom the  pecu l i a r i t y  o f  t he i r  d r e s s ,  t he r e  i s  no  mi s t ake  a s  t o  t he i r
p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e  s u p e r i o r  o r d e r  a r e  e n v e l o p e d  i n  b l a c k ,  a n d  t h e i r  h e a r s  d i s p l a y
t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  a  t h r e e -  c o r n e r e d  h a t .  T h o s e  o f  a n o t h e r  c l a s s  p r e s e n t  a
s h o r n  c r o w n  t o  t h e  e v e n i n g  b r e e z e  a n d  t h e  n o o n - t i d e  s u n ;  a n d  t h e  m e a n n e s s  o f
t h e i r  g a r m e n t s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  v o w s  o f  a u s t e r e  p o v e r t y .
A  c o a r s e  w o o l e n  d r e s s  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  b o d y  b y  a  r o p e  l o o s e l y  t i e d  r o u n d
t h e i r  w a i s t ,  f r o m  w h e n c e  h a n d  t h e i r  r o s a r y  b e a d s  a n d  a  s m a l l  c r u c i f i x .  T h e i r
f ee t  a r e  shod  wi th  a  spec i e s  o f  s anda l s .  They  a r e  gene ra l l y  s een  two  toge the r ,
and  a re  ve ry  un l ike  t he  wea l th i e r  ecc l e s i a s t i c s ,  who  ming le  f r ee ly  w i th  t he  bes t
soc i e ty .

The  o the r  day ,  a s  I  was  re tu rn ing  f rom a  wa lk ,  I  f e l l  i n to  the  fo l lowing
re f l ec t ions :  -  I  am a lone  and  a  s t r ange r  i n  t h i s  vas t  c i t y ,  e igh t  t housand  mi l e s
f r o m  m y  b e l o v e d  f a m i l y ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  p e o p l e  w h o s e  m a n n e r s  a n d
p e c u l i a r i t i e s  I  a m  u n a c q u a i n t e d .  I  a m  c o m e  t o  e n l i g h t e n  t h e i r  m i n d s ,  a n d
in s t ruc t  t hem in  p r i nc ip l e s  o f  r i gh t eousnes s ;  bu t  I  s ee  no  pos s ib l e  means  o f
accompl i shmen t  t h i s  ob j ec t .  A l l  i s  da rknes s  i n  t he  p rospec t .

LETTER I I
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Whi le  I  t hus  wa lked  g loomi ly  a long  the  th ronged  s t r ee t s ,  I  was
s u d d e n l y  a w a k e n e d  f r o m  m y  r e v e r i e  b y  a  g l a n c e  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  f r o m  a
gen t l eman  pas s ing ,  and  was  no t  a  l i t t l e  p l ea sed  t o  f i nd  i t  was  an  Eng l i shman
w i t h  w h o m  I  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  f o r m e d  a  s l i g h t  a c q u a i n t a n c e .  H e  s p o k e  w o r d s  o f
f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d  s a i d  h e  h a d  c a l l e d  a t  m y  l o d g i n g ,  b u t  w a s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  n o t
f i n d i n g  m e  a t  h o m e .  H e  w i s h e d  m e  t o  w r i t e  t h e  h e a d s  o f  s u b j e c t s  u p o n  w h i c h  I
s o u g h t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h i c h ,  h e  a s s u r e d  m e ,  h e  w o u l d  s p a r e  n o  p a i n s  t o  p r o c u r e .
He  though t  t he  soc i e ty  o f  many  Eng l i sh  v i s i t o r s  i n  Genoa  was  no t  su i t ab l e  t o
m e n  r e l i g i o u s l y  i n c l i n e d  a s  I  a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  t h e m  t o  m y
a c q u a i n t a n c e .  H e  a c c o m p a n i e d  m e  t o  m y  l o d g i n g ,  a n d  d e s i r e d  t o  k n o w  i n  w h a t
w a y  I  t h o u g h t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  c o u l d  b e  s p i r i t u a l l y  b e n e f i t t e d .  H e  e v i d e n t l y
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  I  w a s  m i s s i o n a r y ,  a n d  w a s  a b o u t  t o  o p e n  a  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t
Ca tho l i c i sm .  H i s  bosom g lowed  wi th  de s i r e  t o  engage  i n  t h i s  l audab l e
unde r t ak ing .  F ind ing  tha t  such  was  t he  s t a t e  o f  h i s  f ee l i ng ,  I  l ooked  h im
s teadfas t ly  in  the  face ,  and  spoke  as  fo l lows :  -  "Do you  th ink ,  Mr ,  A. ,  tha t  the
Lord  had  any  hand  i n  you r  coming  t o  t h i s  p l ace?"  " I  do . "  s a id  he ,  " fo r  when
l e t t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  i n f o r m i n g  m e  I  c o u l d  h a v e  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e b y  I  c o u l d
s u p p o r t  m y  f a m i l y ,  I  o p e n e d  t h e m  a n d  s p r e a d  t h e m  b e f o r e  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  k n e l t
u p o n  m y  k n e e s ,  a s k i n g  h i m  w h a t  I  s h o u l d  d o ,  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  m a n i f e s t e d  t o  m e
i t  was  wisdom to  come ."  I  t hen  sa id ,  "Mr .  A . ,  I  have  en te red  th i s  coun t ry  to
es t ab l i sh  the  Kingdom of  God .  The  Lord  God  o f  Heaven  h imse l f  has  s en t  me .
The  Ho ly  Ghos t  ha s  s en t  me .  The  P re s iden t  o f  t he  Church  o f  J e sus  Chr i s t  ha s
s e n t  m e ,  a n d  t h e  p r a y e r s  o f  a  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e  ( S a i n t s  o f  G o d )  a r e  d a i l y  o f f e r e d
up  fo r  my  p rospe r i t y .  Now I  have  a  message  fo r  you  f rom the  Lord .  I t  i s  you r
d u t y  t o  b e  o r d a i n e d  u n t o  t h e  h o l y  P r i e s t h o o d  a n d  a s s i s t  m e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e
G o s p e l  a m o n g  t h i s  p e o p l e . "  H e  l i s t e n e d  w i t h  d e e p  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e
w a s  l i g h t e d  u p  w i t h  a n i m a t i o n  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  b e i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m e  i n
s u c h  a  g l o r i o u s  m i s s i o n .  H e  t h e n  p u t  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  " A r e  y o u  s e n t  b y  t h e
Wes leyans?"  " I  am a  member ,  "  I  r ep l i ed ,  "o f  the  Church  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t  o f
La t t e r -day  Sa in t s . "  A l l  h i s  des i r e s  t o  do  good  and  become  g rea t  s eemed  to  go
d o w n  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  a s  t h e  l a s t  i d e a  a r o s e  i n  h i s  m i n d  a n d  b e c a m e  c l e a r .

H e  s a i d  h e  h a d  h e a r d  o n e  o f  o u r  e l d e r s  p r e a c h ,  a n d  h e  m a d e  b a p t i s m
essen t i a l  t o  sa lva t ion :  wha t  were  my  ideas  upon  tha t  po in t?  " I t  i s  now,"  sa id  I ,
" b e c a u s e  G o d  h a s  c o m m a n d e d  i t :  u n t i l  h e  d i d  c o m m a n d ,  a n d  s e n t  s o m e  o n e  t o
admin i s t e r ,  i t  was  no t  e s sen t i a l . "  I  t hen  l en t  h im seve ra l  books ,  a sk ing  h im to
r e a d  t h e m  p r a y e r f u l l y .  H e  p r o m i s e d  t o  d o  s o ,  b u t  w i t h  g r e a t  r e l u c t a n c e ,  " a n d
h e  w e n t  a w a y  s o r r o w f u l . "

I  a m  n o w  i n  a  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  c o u n t r y .  I t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  b e f o r e  m y
eyes  con t inua l ly .  My hea r t  i s  pa ined  to  see  the i r  fo l l i e s ,  t he i r  wickedness ,  g ross
d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  O h ,  I  w e e p  t h a t  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  S o n  o f  M a n  h a s  c o m e
u p o n  t h e m  u n a w a r e s :  s o  l i t t l e  a r e  t h e y  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  v o i c e  f r o m  o n
h igh ,  "The  Br ideg room come th :  go  ye  ou t  t o  mee t  h im!"  They  a r e  c l o thed  w i th
d a r k n e s s  a s  w i t h  a  g a r m e n t ,  a n d  t h e y  k n o w  n o t  t h e i r  r i g h t  h a n d  f r o m  t h e i r  l e f t .
I  a sk  my  Heaven ly  Fa the r  t o  l ook  upon  th i s  peop le  i n  mercy .  O  Lord ,  l e t  t hem
b e c o m e  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h y  c o m p a s s i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  n o t  a l l  p e r i s h .  F o r g i v e
t h e i r  s i n s ,  a n d  l e t  m e  b e  k n o w n  a m o n g  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  k n o w  T h e e ,  a n d
k n o w  t h a t  T h o u  h a s t  s e n t  m e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  T h y  K i n g d o m .  T h e y  d o  w i c k e d l y  a l l
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t h e  d a y  l o n g ,  a n d  a r e  g u i l t y  o f  m a n y  a b o m i n a t i o n s .  T h e y  h a v e  t u r n e d  t h e i r
b a c k s  u p o n  T h e e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  k n e e l  b e f o r e  t h e  i m a g e  o f  T h y  S o n ,  a n d  d e c o r a t e
t e m p l e s  t o  T h y  w o r s h i p .  T h e  r u l e r s ,  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  a n d  p e o p l e  h a v e  a l l  g o n e
as t r ay ,  and  have  fo rgo t t en  Thee ,  t he  Lo rd  t he i r  God .  Bu t  w i l t  Thou  no t  have
m e r c y  u p o n  t h e m .  T h o u  k n o w e s t  t h a t  I  h a v e  b i d d e n  a  h e a r t - r e n d i n g  f a r e w e l l  t o
t h e  l o v e d  a n d  t r i e d  p a r t n e r  o f  m y  b o s o m  t o  o b e y  T h y  c a l l ,  a n d  h a s t  t h o u  n o t
s o m e  c h o s e n  o n e s  a m o n g  t h i s  p e o p l e  t o  w h o m  I  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t .  L e a d  m e  u n t o
s u c h ,  a n d  t h y  n a m e  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  g l o r y  t h r o u g h  J e s u s  T h y  S o n .

S ince  I  wro te  the  fo rego ing ,  I  have  rece ived  a  l e t t e r  f rom Elders

S t e n h o u s e  a n d  T o r r o n t o .  I  h a v e  f e l t  a n  i n t e n s e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h a t

p r o v i n c e  t o  w h i c h  I  h a d  g i v e n  t h e m  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a s  I  f e l t  a s s u r e d  i t  w o u l d

be  the  f i e ld  o f  my  miss ion .  Now,  wi th  a  hea r t  fu l l  o f  g ra t i tude ,  I  f ind  tha t  an

open ing  i s  p r e sen t ed  i n  t he  va l l eys  o f  P i edmon t ,  when  a l l  o the r  pa r t s  o f  I t a l y

a r e  c l o s e d  a g a i n s t  o u r  e f f o r t s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  h a s  t h e r e  h i d d e n  u p  a

peop le  amid  the  A lp ine  moun ta in s ,  and  i t  i s  t he  vo i ce  o f  t he  Sp i r i t  t ha t  I  sha l l

c o m m e n c e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d a r k  n a t i o n .

P l e a s e  t o  r e m e m b e r  m e  t o  B r o t h e r s  C o w a r d  a n d  C o l l i n s ,  w h o s e  n a m e s

wi l l  neve r  be  fo rgo t t en  fo r  t he i r  k indnes s  t o  Bro the r  E ra s tu s  and  myse l f .

P r u d e n c e  a n d  c a u t i o n  l e a d  m e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t

g i v e  p u b l i c i t y  t o  m y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

Affec t iona te ly ,

LORENZO SNOW.

To Elder F.  D.  Richards

L iverpoo l .

LETTER III.

La Tour ,  Va l l ee  de  Luserne
Piedmont ,  I ta l i e

N o v e m b e r  1 s t  1 8 5 0 .
DEAR PRESIDENT YOUNG,

When  I  a r r ived  a t  L ive rpoo l ,  I  s en t  you  a  l e t t e r ,  i n  con junc t ion  wi th
Bro the r s  Eras tus  and  Frank l in ,  wh ich  I  hope  you  du ly  r ece ived .  Soon           a f t e r-
wards ,  a s  I  con t empla t ed  t he  cond i t i on  o f  I t a ly ,  w i th  deep  so l i c i t ude  t o  know
t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  a s  t o  w h e r e  I  s h o u l d  c o m m e n c e  m y  l a b o u r s ,  I  f o u n d  t h a t
a l l  was  da rk  in  S ic i ly ,  and  hos t i l e  l aws  would  exc lude  our  e f fo r t s .  No  open ing
appea red  i n  t he  c i t i e s  o f  I t a l y :  bu t  t he  h i s t o ry  o f  t he  Wa ldense s    a t t r a c t ed  my
a t t e n t i o n .

A m i d  t h e  a g e s  o f  d a r k n e s s  a n d  c r u e l t y  t h e y  h a d  s t o o d  i m m o v e a b l e ,
a l m o s t ,  a s  t h e  w a v e - b e a t e n  r o c k  i n  t h e  s t o r m y  o c e a n .  W h e n  t h e  A n a t h e m a s  o f
R o m e  s h o o k  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  p r i n c e s  f e l l  f r o m  t h e i r  t h r o n e s ,  t h e y  d a r e d  t o  b r a v e
t h e  m a n d a t e s  o f  t h e  P o p e  a n d  t h e  a r m i e s  o f  t h e  m i g h t y .  T h e y  a p p e a r e d  t o  m y
mind  l i ke  t he  ro se  i n  t he  w i lde rnes s ,  o r  t he  bow in  t he  c loud .  The  n igh t  o f  t ime
h a s  o v e r s p r e a d  t h e i r  o r i g i n :  b u t  t h e s e  d i s s e n t e r s  f r o m  R o m e  e x i s t e d  a g e s  b e f o r e
L u t h e r  w a s  b o r n .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i e r c e  p e r s e c u t i o n s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n
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sub jec t ed ,  t he i r  l imi t s  have  g rea t ly  dec reased .  A  few na r row va l l eys ,  wh ich  a re ,
i n  s o m e  p l a c e s ,  o n l y  a  b o w - s h o t  i n  b r e a d t h ,  a r e  a l l  t h a t  r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r
p o s s e s s i o n ;  e x c e p t  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  e n g i r d l e d .  B u t  a  p e r i o d  o f
d e e m  c a l m  h a s  a t  l e n g t h  a r r i v e d ;  a n d ,  s i n c e  t h e  s t o r m  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  s w e p t  o v e r
E u r o p e ,  t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  m a n y  p r i v i l e d g e s  f r o m  t h e  S a r d i n i a n  g o v e r n m e n t .
T h u s ,  t h e  w a y  w a s  o p e n e d  o n l y  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e
m i s s i o n ,  a n d  n o  o t h e r  p o r t i o n  o f  I t a l y  i s  g o v e r n e d  b y  s u c h  f a v o u r a b l e  l a w s .

A  f l o o d  o f  L i g h t  s e e m e d  t o  b u r s t  u p o n  m y  m i n d  w h e n  I  t h o u g h t  u p o n
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  I  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  p r o c u r e  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s
p e o p l e .  T h e  l i b r a r i a n  t o  w h o m  I  a p p l i e d  i n f o r m e d  m e  h e  h a d  a  w o r k  o f  t h e
d e s c r i p t i o n  I  r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  i t  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  t a k e n .  H e  h a d  s c a r c e l y  f i n i s h e d  t h e
s e n t e n c e  w h e n  a  l a d y  e n t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  b o o k .  " O h , "  s a i d  h e ,  " t h i s  i s  a  r e m a r k-
ab l e  c i r cums tance ,  t h i s  gen t l eman  has  j u s t  c a l l ed  fo r  t ha t  book . "  I  was  soon  con-
v i n c e d  t h a t  t h i s  p e o p l e  w e r e  w o r t h y  t o  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e
Gospel  in  I ta ly .

I  made  a  sho r t  so jou rn  i n  Eng l and ,  and  v i s i t ed  s eve ra l  con fe r ences .
Go ing  t o  London ,  a f t e r  so  many  yea r s '  ab sence ,  was  a  c i r cums tance  o f
u n c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  h a p p i n e s s  I  e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  t w o  w e e k ' s  s t a y  w a s
n o  s m a l l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a n x i e t i e s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h i c h  I  h a d  e n d u r e d
in  ca r ry ing  on  t he  work  o f  t he  Lo rd  t he r e  f o r  two  yea r s  immed ia t e ly  a f t e r  i t s
founda t ion  had  been  l a id  by  your se l f .  E lde r s  K imble ,  Woodru f f  and  G .  A .  Smi th .
W h e n  I  r e c e i v e d  m y  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h a t  c i t y ,  I  f o u n d  3 0  o r  4 0  m e m b e r s :  n o w ,
8 0 0 0 ,  a n d  m a n y  h a d  e m i g r a t e d .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
con fe r ences  i n  Eng land .  He re  I  became  acqua in t ed  w i th  E lde r  S t enhouse ,
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h a m p t o n  C o n f e r e n c e .  A f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  B r o t h e r
F r a n k l i n ,  I  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  a c c o m p a n y  m e
o n  t h i s  m i s s i o n .  I  t h e r e f o r e  p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  h i m  t o  S o u t h a m p t o n .  D u r i n g  h i s
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  d e p a r t u r e  w e  w e n t  t o  P o r t s m o u t h :  a n d ,  a m o n g  " t h e  f o r c e s  o f
the  Gent i l es , "  we  v i s i t ed  the  "Vic to ry , "  the  vesse l  in  which  Lord  Nelson  met  h i s
d e a t h .  W e  w e r e  v e r y  p o l i t e l y  s h o w n  t h e  v a r i e d  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h i s  m a m m o t h
o f  t h e  d e e p ,  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  N e l s o n  f e l l ,  a n d  t h e  c a b i n  w h e r e  h e  e x p i r e d .

The  hou r  a t  l eng th  a r r i ved  fo r  l e av ing  t he  l a s t  home  o f  t he  Sa in t s .  I n
the  pa r t ing  o f  E lde r  S tenhouse  wi th  h i s  wi fe  and  f r i ends ,  I  was  fo rc ib ly
r e m i n d e d  o f  w h a t  I  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  l e a v i n g  m y  o w n .  A s  w e  w i t h d r e w  f r o m
th i s  s cene  o f  so r row,  I  obse rved ,  "Did  the  peop le  o f  I t a ly  bu t  know the
h e a r t - r e n d i n g  s a c r i f i c e s  w e  h a v e  m a d e  f o r  t h e i r  s a k e s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  n o  h e a r t
t o  p e r s e c u t e .

O n  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  J u n e ,  w e  l i f t  S o u t h a m p t o n ,  b y  t h e  s t e a m - b o a t ,
"Wonde r , "  f o r  Avre  de  Grace ,  and  t hen  p roceeded  immed ia t e ly  t o  Pa r i s .  Af t e r
h a v i n g  o u r  p a s s p o r t s  c o u n t e r - s i g n e d ,  w e  c o n t i n u e d  o u r  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  t h e
b e a u t i f u l  c o u n t r y  o f  s o u t h e r n  F r a n c e .  W e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  L y o n s ,  a n d  a r r i v e d  a t
M a r s e i l l e s  i n  a b o u t  f o u r  d a y s  f r o m  l e a v i n g  P a r i s .  W e  t h e n  e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e
c l ea r  b lue  wa te r s  o f  t he  Med i t e r r anean ,  fo r  An t ibes ,  t he  l a s t  F rench  po r t .  By
d i s e m b a r k i n g  t h e r e ,  w e  e s c a p e d  b e i n g  d e t a i n e d  s i x  d a y s  i n  q u a r a n t i n e ,  u n d e r
the  bu rn ing  sun  o f  Genoa .  We  then  t r ave l l ed  to  Nice ,  t he  f i r s t  t own  in  I t a ly .
He re  Ca tho l i c i sm  began  to  show i t s e l f  more  p rominen t ly .  P r i e s t s  we re      numer-
ous .  Images  o f  the  Ho ly  Vi rg in ,  w i th  the  in fan t  J e sus  in  he r  a rms ,  were  to  be
s e e n  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  h o u s e  o f  e v e r y  s t r e e t ,  a n d  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  m a n y  o t h e r s .

We l e f t  N ice  by  "Di l igence , "  and  t r ave l l ed  by  the  shores  o f  the
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Medi t e r r anean .  I t  was  the  f ea s t -day  o f  John  the  Bap t i s t .  Labour  was  en t i r e ly
s u s p e n d e d ,  a n d  a l l  s e e m e d  t o  e n j o y  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  h o n o u r  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  m a n .  W e
c e r t a i n l y  s a w  s o m e  h u n d r e d s  o f  p r i e s t s  -  r a t h e r  a  g l o o m y  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  o n  t h e
2 5 t h  o f  J u n e ,  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  G e n o a .  H e r e  w e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  o f f e r e d
t h e  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  p r a i s e  o f  o u r  s o u l s  f o r  h i s  p r o v i d e n c e .  W e  h a d  a c c o m p l i s h e d
t h i s  j o u r n e y ,  o f  n e a r l y  1 2 0 0  m i l e s ,  m u c h  q u i c k e r  t h a n  w e  h a d  a n t i c i p a t e d .
F r o m  t h e  t i m e  w e  l e f t  E n g l a n d ,  w e  h a d  o n l y  s p e n t  t h r e e  n i g h t s  i n  b e d .
June  27 th . -  Th i s  i s  the  f eas t -day  to  S t .  Pe te r .  Aga in  a l l  work  i s  suspended ,  and
t h e  p e o p l e  e n j o y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  J e s u s  s a i d ,  t h e  f a t h e r s  k i l l e d  t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  a n d
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  b u i l d  t h e i r  t o m b s  a n d  g a r n i s h  t h e i r  s e p u l c h e r s .  T h e  f a t h e r s
b e h e a d e d  J o h n  a n d  c r u c i f i e d  P e t e r :  t h i s  w e e k  w e  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  f e a s t i n g  a n d
re jo i c ings  in  honour  o f  t he i r  names .  P leas ing  r e f l ec t ion  -  s tarvat ion!  -  bonds!  -
i m p r i s o n m e n t !  -  a n d  m a r t y r d o m ! a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s  p a y i n g  u s  d i v i n e
h o n o u r s .

I  v i s i t e d  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  o f  S t .  L o r e n z o ,  a n d  b e h e l d  t h e  m o s t  s u p e r b  a n d
r i c h l y  d e c o r a t e d  i n t e r i o r  o f  a n y  b u i l d i n g  I  h a d  e v e r  s e e n .  A s  w e  e n t e r e d ,  o u r
a t t e n t i o n  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  g r a n d  a l t a r .  H e r e  w a s  a  d i s p l a y  o f
r i ch ly  cu t  cand les t i cks ,  and  vases ,  g l i t t e r ing  wi th  go ld  and  s i lve r  g i ld ing .  In  the
fo rmer ,  were  wax  cand les  o f  fou r  o r  f ive  f ee t  l ong ,  and  in  the  l a t t e r ,  a
mos t  de l igh t fu l  a s soc ia t ion  o f  f lowers .  On  each  s ide  o f  th i s  bu i ld ing  were  s ix
reces ses ,  where  were  f ixed  wi th  sma l l  a l t a r s ,  upon  wh ich  s tood  a  c ros s ,  w i th  an
emblem o f  J e sus ,  su r rounded  wi th  cand le s  and  f l ower s ,  on  a  sma l l  s ca l e .  Be fo re
t h e m  w e r e  b e n c h e s  f o r  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e v o t e d .  T h e  s i d e  w a l l  o f
e a c h  r e c e s s  h a d  a  p a i n t i n g ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g ,  i n  f u l l  s i z e ,  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  i n
t h e  a c t  o f  d e v o t i o n .  T h e s e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w e r e  p o r t r a y e d ,  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  a s
ho ld ing  a  l evee ,  w i th  "Holy  Mary ,  Mothe r  o f  God , "  who  was  we l l  su r rounded
w i t h  y o u n g  w a r b l i n g  a n g e l s ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e i r  d e s c e n t  w i t h  e a g l e s '
w i n g s !  O t h e r s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  v o l u m e s  o f  s m o k e  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  t h i c k l y
s t u d d e d  w i t h  y o u n g  c h e r u b s ,  w h o  w e r e  b l o w i n g  p r o f u s e l y  u p o n  t h e
wor sh ippe r ,  wh i l e  t hey  we re  l oaded  w i th  ga r l ands  t o  enc i r c l e  h i s  b row.  Two
beau t i fu l l y  cu t  and  sp i r a l ed  p i l l a r s  o f  cho i ce  s t one  s t ood  a t  t he  ex t en t  o f  e ach
rece s s ,  suppo r t i ng  an  a r ched  roo f ,  wh ich  was  so  r i ch ly  pa in t ed .  Be tween  eve ry
two  p i l l a r s  we re  p l aced  the  s t a tue  o f  one  o f  t he  anc i en t  Apos t l e s .  The  des ign
a n d  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s  o f  d e p a r t e d  w o r t h  e l i c i t e d  o u r  a d m i r a t i o n .

The  roo f  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  was  comple t e ly  cove red  w i th  pa in t i ngs ,
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p r o m a n e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t .
E a c h  p i c t u r e  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  m a s s i v e  g i l t  m o u l d i n g s .  O n  t h e  d o m e ,  o v e r
the  g r and  a l t a r ,  was  a  r ep re sen t a t i on  o f  t he  day  o f  Pen t ecos t .  The  Ho ly  Ghos t ,
i n  i t s  p l en i t ude  o f  power ,  was  po r t r ayed  i n  t he  de scen t  o f  t he  Dove ,  wh i l e
tongues  o f  f i r e ,  i n  g lowing  co lour s ,  r e s t ed  upon  the  d i sc ip l e s .
Two  rows  o f  l a rge  mass ive  p i l l a r s ,  f r om one  end  o f  t he  chu rch  t o  t he  o the r ,
s tood  e rec t  f rom f loor  to  roof ;  each  s ide  o f  which  was  f i l l ed  wi th  sea t s  fo r  the
cong rega t i on ,  wh i l e  t he  cen t r e  was  l e f t  f o r  v i s i t o r s ,  and  t hose  app roach ing  t he
a l t a r .  H e r e  w e  s a t ,  a n d  w h i l e  t h e  u n m e a n i n g  s o u n d s  o f  t h e  p r e a c h e r  f e l l  u p o n
o u r  e a r s ,  o u r  m i n d s  w e r e  a b s o r b e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d
r i c h n e s s  o f  a r t ,  t h e  p o w e r  o f  u n i t y ,  a n d  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  h u m a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
a s  t h e  m o n u m e n t s  o f  e a c h  w e r e  a r o u n d ,  b e f o r e ,  a n d  a b o v e  u s .
On  the  1 s t  o f  Ju ly  E lde r s  S t enhouse  and  To ron to  l e f t  Genoa ,  a cco rd ing  t o  my
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a p p o i n t m e n t ,  t o  v i s i t  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  v a l l e y s  P i e d m o n t .  O n  t h e  2 3 r d  o f  t h e  s a m e
mon th  I  l e f t  Genoa ,  pa s s ing  t h rough  the  c i t y  o f  Tu r in ,  t he  cap i t a l  o f  t he
Sard in ian  S ta t e s ,  and  a r r ived  a t  La  Tour ,  i n  the  va l l ey  o f  Luce rne .

T h e  c o u n t r y  i n  w h i c h  I  n o w  f o u n d  m y s e l f ,  b e a r s  a  s t r i k i n g  r e s e m b l a n c e
to  the  va l l ey  o f  the  Grea t  Sa l t  Lake .  P iedmont  i s  s i tua ted  a t  the  foo t  o f  the  Alps ,
t h e  h i g h e s t  m o u n t a i n s  i n  E u r o p e .  T h e  s c e n e s  o f  t h i s  l a n d  e m b r a c e  a l l  t h e  v a r i-
e t y  o f  a  r e g i o n  w h e r e  t h e  h e a v e n s  a n d  t h e  e a r t h  s e e m  t o  m e e t .  T h e  c l o u d s  o f t e n
e n w r a p  t h e s e  m i g h t y  e m i n e n c e s ,  a n d  h i d e  t h e i r  f r o w n i n g  g r a n d e u r s  f r o m  o u r
eyes .  A t  o the r  t imes  they  a re  cove red  wi th  snow,  wh i l e ,  a t  t he i r  f ee t  t he  v ine
and  the  f i g - t r ee  a r e  r i pen ing  the i r  f ru i t .  A  poe t  has  s a id  o f  t h i s  i den t i ca l
l oca l i t y  i n  wh ich  we  a re  p l aced

"The re  i s  a  s cene  wou ld  we l l  r epay
T h e  t o l l  o f  m a n y  a  w e a r y  d a y ;
A n d  e v e r y  f o r m  o f  n a t u r e  t h e r e ,
W o o d ,  r o c k ,  a n d  s t r e a m ,  a n d  s u m m i t  r a r e
Al l  s eem to  b id  the  t r ave l l e r  r e s t ;
F o r  n e ' e r  f r o m  t o w e r  o r  m o u n t a i n  c r e s t ,
I n  e m e r a l d  v a l e  o r  s u n n y  p l a i n ,
Sha l l  he  beho ld  such  s cenes  aga in . "

T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  c a l l e d  " V a u d o i s , "  o r  W a l d e n s e s .  T h e y  n u m b e r
a b o u t  2 1 , 0 0 0 :  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a b o u t  5 , 0 0 0  C a t h o l i c s .  T h e  f e r t i l e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e
v a l l e y s  a r e  r i c h  i n  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n s :  b u t  t w o - t h i r d s ,  o r  m o r e ,  p r e s e n t  n o t h i n g
b u t  p r e c i p i c e s ,  r a v i n e s  a n d  r o c k y  d i s t r i c t s ,  o r  s u c h  a s  h a v e  a  n o r t h e r n  a s p e c t .
T h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  f a r  t o o  n u m e r o u s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o i l .  T h e y
a r e  o f t e n  c o m p e l l e d  t o  c a r r y  m o u l d  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s ,  t o  f o r m  a  g a r d e n  a m i d  t h e
b a r r e n  r o c k s .  T h e  F r e n c h  l a n g u a g e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  b u t  i n  m a n y  p a r t s
i t  i s  s p o k e n  v e r y  i m p e r f e c t l y ,  a n d  w i t h  a n  a d m i x t u r e  o f  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  a n d
I t a l i a n .  T h e  l a t t e r  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n ;  b u t  i t  i s
no t  ex tens ive ly  used .  In  f ac t ,  t h i s  i s  a  p l ace  where  the re  a re  

D u r i n g  o u r  p r o t r a c t e d  j o u r n e y ,  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  E l d e r  T o r o n t o  h a d  b e e n
cons ide rab ly  a f f ec t ed ;  bu t  t h i s  s a lub r ious  c l ime  hav ing  r e - i nv igo ra t ed  h i s
f rame,  he  became very  anx ious  to  v i s i t  h i s  f r i ends  in  S ic i ly .  As  I  f e l t  i t  p roper
f o r  h i m  t o  d o  s o ,  h e  t o o k  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  A u g u s t .

Soon  a f t e r  my  a r r iva l  he re ,  I  cons ide red  i t  neces sa ry  t o  i s sue  a
pub l i ca t i on  i n  F rench ;  a cco rd ing ly  I  wro t e ,  and  compi l ed  a  work ,  en t i t l ed  "The
Voice  of  Joseph ,"  conta in ing  "Vis ions  of  Joseph  Smi th  -  Discovery  of  Gold  P la tes
f i l l ed  w i th  Egyp t i an  Cha rac t e r  and  Hie rog lyph ic s  -  The i r  T rans l a t i on  in to  t he
Eng l i sh  Language  by  t he  a id  o f  t he  Ur im  and  Thummim -  The  Sac red  H i s to ry  o f
Anc ien t  Amer i ca  now c l ea r ly  r evea led  f rom the  ea r l i e s t  ages  a f t e r  t he  F lood ,  t o
the  beg inn ing  o f  t he  F i f th  Cen tu ry  o f  t he  Chr i s t i an  Era"  -  Organ iza t ion  o f  t he
Church  of  Jesus  Chr i s t  o f  La t te r -day  Sa in t s  -  The i r  Persecu t ions  -  Expuls ion
f rom the  S t a t e s  o f  Mis sou r i  and  I l l i no i s  -  Mar ty rdom o f  Jo seph  and  Hyrum
Smi th  -  Ban i shmen t  o f  many  Thousand  Sa in t s  -  The i r  t r ave l s  i n  t he  Wes t e rn
Wi lde rness  -  The i r  p re sen t  l oca t ion  in  Upper  Ca l i fo rn ia  -  The  Organ iza t ion  o f
the  "S ta te  o f  Desere t "  -  The  Miss ionary  Labours  o f  the i r  E lders  -  Ske tch  of  the i r
F a i t h  a n d  D o c t r i n e . "

A f t e r  f r u i t l e s s  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  f i n d  a  p r o p e r  p e r s o n  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h i s
w o r k ,  I  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  i t  t o  E n g l a n d ;  w h e r e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  k i n d n e s s
of  E lder  Orson Pra t t ,  i t  was  t rans la ted  by a  professor  f rom the  Univers i ty  of  Par is .
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I  f e l t  a ssured  tha t  the  Lord  had  d i rec ted  us  a  b ranch  of  the  House  o f
I s rae l ;  and  I  was  r e jo iced  to  beho ld  many  coun tenances  tha t  r eminded  me  o f
t h o s e  w i t h  w h o m  I  h a d  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  i n  t h e  v a l l e y s  o f  t h e  W e s t .
We endeavoured  to  l ay  a  founda t ion  fo r  fu tu re  use fu lness ,  in  s i l en t ly  p repar ing
the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  recep t ion  of  the  Gospe l ,  by  cu l t iva t ing  f r iendly
fee l ings  in  the  bosoms of  those  by  whom we were  sur rounded.  Yet  I  fe l t  i t  ra ther
s ingu la r ,  and  no  smal l  t ax  upon  pa t i ence ,  to  be  weeks ,  and  months ,  in  the  mids t
of  an  in te res t ing  people ,  wi thout  be ing  ac t ive ly  and  publ ic ly  engaged  in
communica t ing  the  grea t  p r inc ip les  which  I  had  come to  promulga te .  But ,  as  I  fe l t
i t  was  the  mind  of  the  Spi r i t  tha t  we  should  proceed  a t  f i r s t ,  by  s low and  caut ious
s teps ,  I  submit ted  to  the  wi l l  of  heaven.

W h i l e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s t r a n g e r s  i n  a  l a n d  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  m a n y
c i r cums tances  occu r r ed  o f  g r ea t  impor t ance  t o  u s ,  t hough  they  may  no t  appea r
so  to  those  unacqua in ted  wi th  the  pecu l ia r  d i f f i cu l t i es  wi th  which  we  had  to
grapple .  One  inc ident  I  wi l l  ex t rac t  f rom my pr iva te  journa l .

Sep t .  6 th .  Th is  morn ing  my a t t en t ion  was  d i rec ted  to  Joseph  Guy,  a  boy
three  years  o f  age ,  the  younges t  ch i ld  o f  our  hos t .  Many  f r i ends  had  been  to  see
the  ch i ld ,  a s  to  a l l  human  appearance  h i s  end  was  n igh  a t  hand .  I  wen t  to  see  h im
in  the  a f t e rnoon ,  dea th  was  making  havock  o f  h i s  body  -  h i s  fo rmer  hea l thy  f rame
was  now reduced  to  a  ske le ton ,  and  i t  was  only  by  c lose  observa t ion  we could  d is-
cern  he  was  a l ive .  As  I  ref lec ted  on our  s i tua t ion ,  and beheld  th is  e f for t  of  the
Pr ince  of  Darkness ,  to  ra i se  a  bar r ie r  aga ins t  us ,  and  the  es tab l i shment  of  the
Gospe l ,  my mind  was  fu l ly  awakened  to  a  sense  of  our  pos i t ion .  For  some hours
before  I  re t i red to  res t ,  I  ca l led upon the  Lord to  ass is t  us  a t  th is  t ime.  My feel ings
on  th i s  occas ion  wi l l  no t  eas i ly  be  e rased  f rom memory .

Sep t  7 th ,  Th is  morn ing  I  p roposed  to  E lder  S tenhouse  we  should  fas t  and
re t i r e  to  the  moun ta ins  and  p ray .  As  we  depar t ed  we  ca l l ed  and  saw the
chi ld  -  h is  eye-bal ls  turned upwards;  h is  eye- l ids  fe l l  and c losed;  h is  face  and ears
were  th in ,  and  wore  the  pa le  marb le  hue  ind ica t ive  o f  approach ing  d i s so lu t ion .
The  co ld  persp i ra t ion  of  dea th  covered  h i s  body ,  and  the  pr inc ip le  o f  l i fe  was
near ly  exhaus ted .  Madame Guy  and  o the r  f emales  were  sobb ing ,  whi le  Mons ieur
Guy  hung  h i s  head ,  and  wh i spe red  to  u s  "I l  meurt!  I l  meurt!  " - (He dies! He dies!)

Af te r  a  l i t t l e  res t  upon  the  mounta ins ,  as ide  f rom any  l ike l ihood  of
in te r rup t ion ,  we  the re  ca l l ed  upon  the  Lord  in  so lemn prayer  to  spare  the  l i f e  o f
the  chi ld .  As  I  re f lec ted  on  the  course  we wished to  pursue  -  the  c la ims we should
soon  advance  to  the  wor ld ,  I  r egarded  th i s  c i rcumstance  as  one  o f  vas t
impor tance .  I  know not  of  any sacr i f ice  which I  could  poss ib le  make,  tha t  I  was
not  wi l l ing  to  of fe r ,  tha t  the  Lord  might  gran t  our  reques ts .
We  r e tu rned  abou t  t h r ee  o ' c lock  in  t he  a f t e rnoon ,  and  hav ing  consec ra t ed  some
oi l ,  I  anoin ted  my hand ,  and  la id  i t  upon  h is  head ,  whi le  we  s i len t ly  of fe red  up
the  des i res  of  our  hear t s  for  h is  res tora t ion .  A few hours  a f te rwards  we ca l led ,
and  h is  fa ther  wi th  a  smi le  of  thankfu lness  sa id ,  "m i e u x ,  b e a u c o u p ,  b e a u c o u p ." -
( b e t t e r  m u c h ,  m u c h . )

Sep t .  8 .  The  ch i ld  had  been  so  wel l  dur ing  the  p receed ing  n igh t ,  the  par-
en t s  had  been  enab led  to  be t ake  themse lves  to  r e s t ,  wh ich  they  had  no t  done  fo r
some  t ime  be fo re ,  and  to -day  they  cou ld  l eave  h im and  a t t end  to  the  bus iness  o f
the  house .  As  I  ca l led  to  see  h im,  Madame Guy expressed  her  joy  in  h is  res tora-
t ion;  I ,  in  turn ,  remarked -  " I l  Dio di  cielo ha fal to questa per voi .  "  -  (The God of
heaven  has  done  th i s  fo r  you . )  
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F i n d i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  f a v o u r a b l e  a s  c o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d ,
I  cons ide r ed  i t  w i sdom to  s end  fo r  E lde r  J abez  Wooda rd  o f  London ,  w i th  whom
I  had  fo rmed  an  acqua in t ance  wh i l e  i n  t ha t  c i t y .  By  the  exe r t i ons  o f  E lde r
Marge t t s ,  P re s iden t  o f  t he  London  Confe rence ,  and  the  l i be ra l i t y  o f  t he  s a in t s ,
he  was  enab l ed  t o  j o in  u s  on  t he  18 th  o f  Sep t .  The  fo l l owing  day  be ing  e l even
months  f rom the  t ime  the  Fore ign  Miss ions  l e f t  t he  c i ty  o f  the  Grea t  Sa l t  Lake ,
I  p r o p o s e d  w e  s h o u l d  c o m m e n c e  o u r  p u b l i c  b u s i n e s s .

I t  was  we l l -known  tha t  we  had  come  to  e s t ab l i sh  a  chu rch .  Th i s  was
l o o k e d  u p o n  b y  m a n y  a s  a n  i m p o s s i b i l i t y .  B u t ,  w e  n o w  f o u n d  t h a t  w e  h a d  t h e
ma te r i a l s  marve l lous ly  a s sembled  f rom fou r  d i f f e r en t  na t i ons ,  v i z . ,  Eng land ,
S c o t l a n d ,  I t a l y  a n d  A m e r i c a .  W i t h  o n e  m e m b e r  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  w e
p r o c e e d e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  c h u r c h .  W e  a s c e n d e d  a  v e r y  h i g h  m o u n t a i n  a  l i t t l e
d i s t a n c e  f r o m  L a  T o u r ,  a n d  h a v i n g  t a k e n  o u r  p o s i t i o n  o n  a  b o l d  p r o j e c t i n g  r o c k ,
we sang  the  pra i ses  to  the  God of  heaven ,  and  of fe red  up  the  fo l lowing  prayer :  -

" W e ,  t h y  s e r v a n t s ,  H o l y  F a t h e r ,  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e e  u p o n  t h e s e
m o u n t a i n s ,  a n d  a s k  t h e e  t o  l o o k  u p o n  u s  i n  a n  e s p e c i a l  m a n n e r ,  a n d  r e g a r d  o u r
p e t i t i o n s  a s  o n e  f r i e n d  r e g a r d s  t h e  p e c u l i a r  r e q u e s t s  o f  a n o t h e r .  F o r g i v e  a l l  o u r
s i n s  a n d  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ,  l e t  t h e m  n o  m o r e  b e  r e m e m b e r e d .  L o o k ,  O  L o r d ,  u p o n
o u r  m a n y  s a c r i f i c e s  i n  l e a v i n g  o u r  w i v e s ,  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  c o u n t r y ,  t o  o b e y  t h y
vo ice  in  o f f e r ing  sa lva t ion  to  th i s  peop le .  Rece ive  ou r  g ra t i t ude  in  hav ing
p r e s e r v e d  u s  f r o m  d e s t r u c t i o n  a m i d  t h e  c o l d  w i n t r y  b l a s t s ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e
hos t i l e  savages  o f  the  dese r t s  o f  Amer ica  -  i n  hav ing  l ed  us  by  the  Holy  Ghos t
t o  t h e s e  v a l l e y s  o f  P i e d m o n t .  T h o u  h a s t  s h o w n  u s  t h a t  h e r e  t h o u  h a s  h i d  u p  a
por t ion  o f  the  House  o f  I s rae l .  In  thy  name ,  we  th i s  day  l i f t  i n to  v iew be fo re  th i s
p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h i s  n a t i o n ,  t h e  E n s i g n  o f  t h y  M a r t y r e d  P r o p h e t  a n d  P a t r i a r c h ,
Joseph  and  Hyrum Smi th  -  t he  Ens ign  o f  t he  fu lnes s  o f  t he  Gospe l  -  t he  Ens ign
o f  t h y  K i n g d o m  o n c e  m o r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a m o n g  m e n .  O ,  L o r d  G o d  o f  o u r  F a t h e r s ,
p r o t e c t  t h o u  t h i s  b a n n e r .  L e n d  u s  o f  t h i n e  A l m i g h t y  a i d  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  i t  b e f o r e
t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e s e  d a r k  a n d  b e n i g h t e d  n a t i o n s .  M a y  i t  w a v e  t r i u m p h a n t l y  f r o m
th i s  t ime  fo r th ,  t i l l  a l l  I s r ae l  sha l l  have  hea rd ,  and  r ece ived  the  fu lness  o f  t hy
G o s p e l ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d  f o r m  t h e i r  b o n d a g e .  M a y  t h e i r  b a n d s  n o w  b e
b roken ,  and  the  s ca l e s  o f  da rknes s  f a l l  f rom the i r  eyes .  F rom the  l i f t i ng  up  o f
t h i s  E n s i g n ,  m a y  a  v o i c e  g o  f o r t h  a m o n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e s e  m o u n t a i n s  a n d
v a l l e y s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l e n g t h  a n d  b r e a d t h  o f  t h i s  l a n d ;  a n d  m a y  i t  g o
fo r th ,  and  be  un to  t h ine  e l ec t  a s  t he  Vo ice  o f  t he  Lord ,  t ha t  t he  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  may
f a l l  u p o n  t h e m ,  i m p a r t i n g  k n o w l e d g e  i n  d r e a m s  a n d  v i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s
h o u r  o f  t h e i r  r e d e m p t i o n .  A s  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  u s ,  t h y  s e r v a n t s ,  s h a l l  s p r e a d  a b r o a d ,
may  i t  awaken  f ee l i ng  o f  anx i e ty  w i th  t he  hones t ,  t o  l e a rn  o f  t hy  do ings ,  and  t o
s e e k  s p e e d i l y  t h e  p a t h  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  

W h o s o e v e r  a m o n g  t h i s  p e o p l e  s h a l l  e m p l o y  h i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  r i c h e s ,  o r
l e a r n i n g  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  T h y  G o s p e l  i n  t h e s e  n a t i o n s ,  m a y  h e
b e  c r o w n e d  w i t h  h o n o u r s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  c o m e ,  c r o w n e d
wi th  e t e rna l  l i f e .  Whosoeve r  sha l l  u se  h i s  i n f l uence  o r  power  t o  h inde r  t he
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  T h y  G o s p e l  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  m a y  h e  b e c o m e ,  i n  a  s u r p r i s i n g
m a n n e r  b e f o r e  t h e  e y e s  o f  a l l  t h e s e  n a t i o n s ,  a  m o n u m e n t  o f  w e a k n e s s ,  f o l l y ,
s h a m e ;  a n d  d i s g r a c e .  S u f f e r  u s  n o t  t o  b e  o v e r c o m e  b y  o u r  e n e m i e s  i n  t h e
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  u p o n  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t .

ITALIAN MISSION. 1 5



© 2003 Bella Sion, Inc.  ( http://www.bellasion.org )
Permission granted to reproduce these materials on a limited basis for personal use only

L e t  m e s s e n g e r s  b e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  s e n t  f o r t h  f r o m  H e a v e n  t o  h e l p  u s  i n
o u r  w e a k n e s s  a n d  f e e b l e n e s s ,  a n d  t o  t a k e  t h e  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h i s  w o r k ,  a n d  l e a d
u s  t o  a  g l o r i o u s  c o n s u m m a t i o n .

Remember  ou r  f ami l i e s :  p r e se rve  ou r  l i ve s  and  ou r  hea r t s  f rom a l l  ev i l ,
t h a t ,  w h e n  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  f i n i s h e d  o u r  m i s s i o n s ,  w e  m a y  r e t u r n  s a f e l y  t o  t h e
bosom of  our  f ami l i e s .  B less  E lde r  Toron to  in  S ic i ly ,  and  g ive  h im in f luence  and
p o w e r  t o  l e a d  t o  s a l v a t i o n  m a n y  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e  a n d  k i n d r e d .  B l e s s
P re s iden t  Young  and  h i s  Counc i l ,  t he  Quorum o f  t he  Twe lve  Apos t l e s ,  and  Thy
Sa in t s  un ive r sa l l y :  and  t o  t he  Fa the r ,  and  t o  t he  Son ,  and  t o  t he  Ho ly  Ghos t
s h a l l  b e  t h e  p r a i s e ,  h o n o u r ,  a n d  g l o r y  n o w  a n d  f o r  e v e r .  A m e n . "

Other proceedings of the day I extract from the Journal of the Mission: -
"Moved  by  E lde r  Snow,  Tha t  the  Church  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t  o f  La t t e r -Day

Sa in t s  be  now o rgan i zed  i n  i t a l y .  Seconded ,  and  ca r r i ed .
"Moved  by  E lde r  S t enhouse ,  Tha t  E lde r  Lorenzo  Snow,  o f  t he  Quorum

of  the  Twe lve  Apos t l e s ,  be  sus t a ined  P res iden t  o f  t he  Church  in  I t a ly .  Seconded
a n d  c a r r i e d .

Moved  by  E lde r  Snow,  t ha t  E lde r  S t enhouse  be  Sec re t a ry  o f  t he  Church
in  I t a ly .  Seconded ,  and  ca r r i ed . "

The  Church  in  th i s  coun t ry ,  t h i s  day ,  i s  composed  o f  t he  fo l lowing :  -
Lorenzo  Snow,  o f  the  Quorum of  the  Twelve  Apos t l e s ;  Joseph  Toron to ,

o f  the  Quorum of  Seven t ies ;  T .  B .  H .  S tenhouse ,  E lder ,  and  Jabez  Woodard ,
E lde r .

W e  t h e n  s u n g  " p r a i s e  t o  t h e  m a n  w h o  c o m m u n e d  w i t h  J e h o v a h . "  A f t e r
w h i c h  E l d e r  S t e n h o u s e  e n g a g e d  i n  p r a y e r ,  c a l l i n g  u p o n  t h e  L o r d  t o  b l e s s  a n d
p r e s e r v e  o u r  w i v e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  a l l  w h o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e i r  w a n t s  d u r i n g  o u r
a b s e n c e .

E l d e r  W o o d a r d  t h e n  i m p l o r e d  t h e  o u t - p o u r i n g  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d
u p o n  t h e  h o n e s t  i n  h e a r t  a m o n g  m i n i s t e r  a n d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s .

E lde r  Snow fo l lowed ,  ca l l i ng  upon  the  God  o f  ou r  f a the r s  i n  migh ty
p r a y e r  t o  b l e s s  a n d  s a n c t i o n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h i s  d a y ,  a n d  c r o w n  o u r  f u t u r e
e f fo r t s  wi th  success .

As  the  Sp i r i t  o f  God  res t ed  upon  us ,  we  fe l t  " i t  was  good  to  be  he re . "
Af te r  s ing ing  a  song  o f  Z ion ,  E lde r  Snow prophes ied ,  and  sa id ,  "The  Church  o f
Jesus  Chr i s t  o f  La t t e r -Day  Sa in t s ,  now organ ized ,  wi l l  inc rease  and  mul t ip ly ,
and  con t inue  i t s  ex i s t ence  in  I t a ly  t i l l  t ha t  po r t ion  o f  I s r ae l  dwe l l ing  in  these
c o u n t r i e s  s h a l l  h a v e  h e a r d  a n d  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  G o s p e l . "

E lde r  S t enhouse  p rophes i ed ,  and  s a id ,  "F rom th i s  t ime  t he  work  w i l l
c o m m e n c e ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  w i l l  h i n d e r  i t s  p r o g r e s s ;  a n d  b e f o r e  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o
r e t u r n ,  m a y  w i l l  r e j o i c e ,  a n d  b e a r  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  T r u t h . "
E l d e r  W o o d a r d  p r o p h e s i e d ,  a n d  s a i d ,  " T h e  o p p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  m a y  b e  b r o u g h t
aga ins t  t h i s  Church  wi l l ,  i n  a  v i s ib l e  and  pecu l i a r  manne r ,  advance  i t s  i n t e r e s t s ;
and  t he  Work  o f  God  w i l l  a t  l eng th  go  f rom th i s  l and  t o  o the r  na t i ons  o f  t he
e a r t h . "

A f t e r  w e  h a d  s u n g ,  p r a y e d  a n d  p r o p h e s i e d ,  E l d e r  S n o w  l a i d  h i s  h a n d s
u p o n  t h e  h e a d  o f  E l d e r  S t e n h o u s e ;  a n d ,  t h o r o u g h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,
w a s  l e d  t o  c o m f o r t  a n d  c h e e r  h i s  s o u l  w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m .  H e  t h e n
l a i d  h i s  h a n d s  u p o n  t h e  h e a d  o f  E l d e r  W o o d w a r d ,  a n d  p r a y e d  t h a t  h e  m i g h t
h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  a c t  a s  A a r o n ,  a n d  s p e a k  u n t o  t h e  p e o p l e  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d .

Hav ing  now f in i shed  the  bus ines s  fo r  wh ich  we  a scended ,  we  f e l t
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r e l u c t a n t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  w e  h a d  r e j o i c e d  s o  m u c h  i n  t h e  g o o d n e s s  o f
t h e  L o r d .  F r o m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  o u r  p r o c e e d i n g s  -  t h e  f r u i t f u l n e s s  o f  t h e
m o u n t a i n s  -  t h e  r i c h  v a r i e t y  a r o u n d  -  a n d  t h e  i m p r e g n a b l e  f o r t r e s s  o f
m o u n t a i n s  b e h i n d ,  E l d e r  S n o w  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  b e  k n o w n  a m o n g
the  peop le  o f  God ,  hencefor th  and  fo r  ever ,  a s  MOUNT BRIGHAM, and  the  rock
upon  which  we  s tood ,  the  ROCK of  PROPHECY.  We descended  the  mount ,  and
reached  La  Tour  abou t  s ix  o ' c lock  in  the  even ing .  As  a  s ign  to  a l l  who  migh t  v i s i t
u s ,  w e  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  w a l l  o f  m y  c h a m b e r  t h e  l i k e n e s s e s  o f  J o s e p h  a n d  H y r u m
S m i t h .  F r o m  t h a t  d a y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b e g a n  t o  o c c u r  f o r  p r o c l a i m i n g  o u r
m e s s a g e .

T h e r e  i s  a n  E n g l i s h  g e n t l e m a n  r e s i d i n g  h e r e ,  w h o s e  n a m e  h a s  a n
a lmos t  mag ica l  e f f ec t  among  the  P ro t e s t an t s .  He  has  ma te r i a l l y  a s s i s t ed  t he
s c h o o l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b e n e v o l e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Y o u r  r e c o m m e n d  ( t h e  o n l y  o n e
I  h a d )  p r o c u r e d  m e  a  r e a d y  a n d  c h e e r f u l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  g e n t l e m a n ,  w h i c h
resu l t ed  in  seve ra l  i n t e re s t ing  in t e rv iews .  On  one  o f  t hose  occas ions ,  he  sa id ,  a s
h e  r e t i r e d ,  " Y o u  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  n o  o p p o s i t i o n  o n  m y  p a r t :  a n d  i f  y o u  p r e a c h  t h e
Gospe l  a s  f a i t h fu l ly  t o  a l l  i n  t hese  va l l eys  a s  t o  me ,  you  need  f ea r  no  r ep roach
i n  t h e  ' D a y  o f  J u d g e m e n t . ' "

The  P ro t e s t an t  Chape l s  he r e  a r e  ca l l ed  Temple s .  The  f i r s t  t ha t  was  eve r
e rec t ed  was  tha t  o f  S t .  Lorenzo .  I t  ha s  l ong  s ince  c rumbled  in to  ru ins ;  bu t  a
C a t h o l i c  C h a p e l  h a s  b e e n  e r e c t e d ,  w h i c h  n o w  b e a r s  t h e  n a m e .  O n e  d a y  w e  w e r e
inv i t ed  to  the  r e s idence  o f  t he  o f f i c i a t ing  P r i e s t .  We  rece ived  eve ry  a t t en t ion
f r o m  o u r  h o s t ,  a n d  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  d i n n e r ,  w h i c h ,  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d
va r i e ty ,  exceeded  any  th ing  we  en joyed  in  I t a ly .  When  v iewing  h i s  Chape l ,  we
t o o k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  T r u t h s  o f  t h e  G o s p e l .  H e  l i s t e n e d  w i t h
g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d  p r o p o s e d  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o
m o d e r n  r e v e l a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  w e  h a d  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  r e s i d e n c e ,  h e
i n s i s t e d  v e r y  s t r e n u o u s l y  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s t a y  o v e r  n i g h t .  H e  p r e s e n t e d  m e  w i t h
a n  I t a l i a n  G r a m m a r ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  i n s c r i b e d  h i s  n a m e .  I n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  a f t e r  a n
e a r l y  b r e a k f a s t ,  h e  a c c o m p a n i e d  u s  s o m e  m i l e s  o n  t h e  w a y .

I t  i s  c u s t o m a r y  a m o n g  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  t o  h o l d  s m a l l  m e e t i n g s  i n
p r iva t e  houses ,  fo r  r e l ig ious  worsh ip .  These  a re  ca l l ed  'Re -  un ions . '  We  a t t end
t h e m ;  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s p e a k  u p o n  o u r  p r i n c i p l e s .  T h i s  h a s
p roduced  some  l i t t l e  s t i r  among  the  o f f i c i a l s ;  and ,  a  sho r t  t ime  s ince ,  we
r e c e i v e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  a n s w e r  s o m e  q u e s t i o n s
r e l a t i v e  t o  o u r  m i s s i o n .  W e  d i d  s o ,  a n d  f o u n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  t a l e n t e d
m i n i s t e r s  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  a n  e v i d e n t  d e s i r e  t o  c r u s h  o u r  e f f o r t s .  B u t  a f t e r  w e  h a d
p r e a c h e d  a n d      d i s c u s s e d  f o r  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  o n e  m a n ,  a t  l e a s t ,  r e t i r e d  w i t h  t h e
conv ic t i on  t ha t  we  we re  t he  s e rvan t s  o f  t he  Lo rd .

O n  t h e  2 7 t h  o f  O c t o b e r ,  t h i s  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a  c a n d i d a t e
fo r  bap t i sm .  The  i n t roduc t i on  o f  t he  p r inc ip l e s  o f  T ru th ,  i n  a l l  coun t r i e s ,  ha s ,
m o r e  o r  l e s s ,  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  a n x i e t y  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y :  o f  t h e s e  w e  h a v e  h a d
our  sha re .  I t  was ,  t he re fo re ,  w i th  no  sma l l  deg ree  o f  p l ea su re  I  wen t  down  to
the  r i ve r - s ide  t o  a t t end  t o  t h i s  o rd inance .  Pecu l i a r ,  i ndeed ,  we re  my  f ee l i ngs
w h e n  I  t h o u g h t  o n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e
d a r k  l a b y r i n t h  o f  u n b o r n  t i m e ,  I  r e j o i c e d  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  h a d  t h u s  f a r  b l e s s e d  o u r
e f f o r t s ,  a n d  e n a b l e d  m e  t o  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  i n  d a r k  a n d
b e n i g h t e d  I t a l y .  M y  b r e t h r e n  s t o o d  o n  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k  -  t h e  o n l y  h u m a n
wi tnesses  o f  th i s  in t e res t ing  scene .  Hav ing  long  des i r ed  th i s  even t fu l  t ime ,  swee t
t o  u s  a l l  we re  t he  so f t  sounds  o f  t he  I t a l i an ,  a s  I  admin i s t e r ed ,  and  opened  a
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d o o r  w h i c h  n o  m a n  c a n  s h u t .
T a l e s  o f  s l a n d e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  S a i n t s  h a v e  b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d  a r o u n d  u s

a l r eady .  The  l i s t  o f  l i e s  wh ich  we  have  s een  in  p r in t  he re ,  m igh t  b l each  the
m e m o r y  o f  m a n y  a  v i l e  t r a d u c e r  i n  o t h e r  l a n d s .  F r o m  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  t o
t h e  d e a t h  o f  J o s e p h ,  a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f a c t s  h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d  f o r  t h e  f o u l e s t
mis -  r ep resen ta t ions .  Bu t  th i s  i s  a  smal l  pa r t  o f  our  d i f f i cu l t i e s .  We  have  to
p r e a c h ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t o  a  p e o p l e  n o m i n a l l y  P r o t e s t a n t s ;  b u t  w h o  h a v e
b e e n ,  f r o m  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l ,  i n  a  c h u r c h  w h e r e  a n y  o r g a n i z e d  d i s s e n t  h a s  b e e n
u n k n o w n .  t h e  p e o p l e  r e g a r d  a n y  i n n o v a t i o n  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d r a g  t h e m  f r o m
t h e  b a n n e r  o f  t h e i r  m a r t y r e d  a n c e s t r y .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w e  h a v e  t h e
C a t h o l i c s  w i t h  t h e i r  p r o u d  p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  a  p r i e s t h o o d  o f  a p o s t o l i c  o r i g i n .  O u r
p r e s e n c e  i n  t h i s  l a n d  i s  o n l y  j u s t  t o l e r a t e d  a n d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a n y  r i g h t ,
f o u n d e d  u p o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  l a w s .  L i b e r t y  i s  o n l y  a s  y e t  i n  t h e  b u d ;  a n d  t h e  p o e t
s ays ,  "The  bud  may  have  a  b i t t e r  t a s t e . "  Bu t  wh i l e  su r rounded  wi th  d i f f i cu l t i e s
tha t  s eem lo f t i e r  t han  t he  snow-c rowned  Alps ,  I  c an  l i f t  up  my  head ,  a s  a
se rvan t  o f  God ,  and  r e jo i ce  i n  t he  an t i c ipa t i on  o f  f i na l  t r i umph .  Our  cou r se  i s
o f t en  da rk  and  d i f f i cu l t ;  bu t  I  be l i eve  tha t ,  however  s low i t  may  be  fo r  awhi l e ,
i t  w i l l  u l t ima te ly  be  b r igh t ened  wi th  comple t e  succes s .  Pope ry ,  i gno rance ;  and
s u p e r s t i t i o n  f o r m  a  t h r e e - f o l d  b a r r i e r  t o  o u r  a t t e m p t s .  S t r a n g e  c u s t o m s ,  l a w s
and  l anguages  su r round  u s  on  eve ry  s i de .  I n  a  word ,  we  f ee l  t ha t  we  a r e  i n  I t a l y
-  t h e  p o l l u t e d  f o u n t a i n  w h i c h  h a s  o v e r - s p r e a d  t h e  e a r t h  w i t h  h e r  d e f i l i n g
w a t e r s .  

La  Tour  i s  t he  p r inc ipa l  t own  in  the  P ro te s t an t  va l l i e s .  Here  the re  i s  a
l a rge  Ca tho l i c  chape l ,  w i th  a  number  o f  o f f i c i a t ing  Pr i e s t s .  There  i s  a  P ro tes t an t
co l l ege ,  w i th  s eve ra l  p ro fe s so r s ,  and  abou t  s even ty  s t uden t s .  They  have  a l so  a
l a rge  chape l  in  course  o f  e rec t ion ,  p r inc ipa l ly  by  Eng l i sh  l ibe ra l i ty .

Hav ing  thus  g iven  you  a  ske t ch  o f  my  t r ave l s  and  p roceed ings ,  I  c lo se
wi th  my  k ind  l ove  t o  you r  and  f ami ly ,  E lde r s  K imba l l  and  R icha rds  and  a l l  t he
Sa in t s .

I  am,  Dear  P res iden t  Young ,
Yours  ve ry  a f fec t iona te ly ,

LORENZO SNOW.
To Pres iden t  B .  Young ,
Great  Sal t  Lake City ,  Cali fornia.

LETTER IV.

La Tour ,  Val les  de  Luserne ,
P iedmont ,  I ta l ia

D e c e m b e r  2 n d ,  1 8 5 0 ,

DEAR PRESIDENT RICHARDS,
Your  a f f ec t i ona t e  l e t t e r  was  du ly  r ece ived .  I t s  con t en t s  we re  r ende red

d o u b l y  a g r e e a b l e  b y  t h e  k i n d  a n d  f e e l i n g  s p i r i t  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e
c o m m u n i c a t e d .  W h e n  a  s e r v a n t  o f  G o d  i s  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  e n d e a r i n g
soc i e ty  o f  t he  Sa in t s ,  and  h i s  ea r s  a r e  no  l onge r  s a lu t ed  w i th  t he  chee r ing  vo i ce
o f  t he  pa r tne r  o f  h i s  t o i l s ,  o r  t he  mer ry -mak ing  and  p r a t t l i ng  o f  h i s  l i t t l e  ones
-  s i t u a t e  i n  a  f o r e i g n  l a n d ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s t r a n g e r s ,  i n  w h o s e  b o s o m s  d w e l l  n o
k ind red  f ee l i ng  -  ' t i s  t hen  a  f avou r ,  o r  a  k ind  word  f rom a f a r ,  awakens  i n  t he
m i n d  a  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  a n d  d r a w s  f r o m  t h e  b u r t h e n e d  s p i r i t  i t s  c h o i c e
b l e s s i n g s  u p o n  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h o s e  w h o  b e s t o w  a n d  i m p r i n t s  f e e l i n g s  o f  g r a t i t u d e
t h a t  c o n t i n u e  i n  l i v e l y  r e m e m b r a n c e s ,  w h e n  c a r e s  a n d  s o r r o w s  w i l l  l o n g  h a v e
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b e e n  b u r i e d  i n  f o r g e t f u l n e s s .  T o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i s  n o t
u n p r o f i t a b l e ,  h o w e v e r  u n p l e a s a n t .  T o  b e  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h o s e  f o r
whom we  l i ve ,  and  fo r  whom we  wou ld  d i e ,  i s  no t  w i thou t  i t s  r e compense ;  such
a    p o s i t i o n  s e r v e s  t o  t e a c h  m a n  h i s  w e a k n e s s ,  a n d  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  t h e  L o r d .  I t
c u l t i v a t e s  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d ,  b y  c o n t r a s t ,  t e a c h e s  t h e  t r u e  v a l u e  o f  g o o d  s o c i e t y  a n d
f r i e n d s .

I  a m  h a p p y  t o  l e a r n  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  E l d e r  P r a t t ,  t h e
P re s idency  o f  t he  Br i t i sh  Confe r ences  ha s  been  en t ru s t ed  t o  you r  ca r e ;  a s  I  am
sa t i s f i ed  you  pos se s s  eve ry  qua l i f i c a t i on  fo r  t ha t ,  and  t he  Ed i t o r i a l  depa r tmen t .

A s  y o u  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  m i s s i o n ,  a n d  d e s i r e
in fo rma t ion  r e spec t i ng  ou r  s i t ua t i on ,  I  devo te  a  l i t t l e  l e i su re  i n  t h rowing
t o g e t h e r  a  f e w  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

To  commence ,  t hen .  We  a r e  a l l  we l l .  E lde r s  S t enhouse  and  Wooda rd
a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  e n g a g e d .  T h e i r  d i l i g e n c e  a n d  f a i t h f u l n e s s  d e s e r v e
c o m m e n d a t i o n .  I  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s e l e c t e d  t w o  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s
d u t i e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  s i n g u l a r  c o u r s e  w h i c h  I  h a v e  t o  a d o p t  i n  c o n d u c t i n g
th i s  m i s s ion .  I  have  no t  a s  ye t  hea rd  f rom E lde r  To ron to .

T h i n k  n o t ,  d e a r  F r a n k l i n ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  a m i d  t h e  m a r b l e  p a l a c e s ,  n o r
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  c h o i c e  p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  a r t  w h i c h  a d o r n  m a n y  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s
w o n d r o u s  l a n d .  H e r e ,  a  m a n  m u s t  p r e a c h  f r o m  h o u s e  t o  h o u s e ,  a n d  f r o m  h o v e l
t o  hove l .  He re ,  many  a  dwe l l i ng  ha s  no  g l a s s  i n  t he  w indows ;  and  f rom the
s c a r c i t y  o f  f u e l ,  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  n o  f i r e  u p o n  t h e  h e a r t h ;  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g
w i n t e r  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  f a m i l y  a r e  h u d d l e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  s t a b l e ,  a m o n g  t h e
ca t t l e ,  f o r  t he  s ake  o f  a  l i t t l e  wa rmth  wh ich  t hey  canno t  f i nd  e l s ewhere .

I n  o u r  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  c l e r g y ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t r e a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t ;
b u t  i t  i s  i n  v a i n  t h a t  w e  a n n o u n c e  t o  t h e m  t h e  g r e a t  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  l a s t  d a y s .
The  p ro fe s sed  t eache r s  o f  r e l i g ion  have  a lways  been  s low to  r ece ive  t he
r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  h e a v e n .  W h e n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  t h e  o t h e r  S u n d a y ,
o n e  o f  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r s  l o o k e d  p i t e o u s l y  u p o n  u s ,  a n d  t h e n  a t  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,
t o  w h o m  h e  s a i d ,  i n  t o n e s  m o u r n f u l l y  l o w ,  " D o  n o t  l e a v e  t h a t  d e a r  c h u r c h
w h i c h  i s  c o n s e c r a t e d  b y  s o  m a n y  g l o r i o u s  r e m e m b r a n c e s ,  a n d  f o r  w h i c h  y o u
f a t h e r s  h a v e  d i e d . "  W h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  h i s  f e e l i n g s  i f  h e  h a d  k n o w  t h a t ,  i n
a  f ew  hour s  a f t e rwards ,  I  bap t i zed  one  o f  h i s  f l ock  who  had  been  l i s t en ing  t o
h i s  a d m o n i t i o n .

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  R o m a n i s m ,  l e t  n o  o n e  i m a g i n e  t h a t  o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e
d e c r e a s e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  P o p e  h a s  q u a r r e l l e d  w i t h  t h e  k i n g  o f  P i e d m o n t .  T h e
i n f l u e n c e  o f  p a p a l  d o m i n a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  c r u m b l e  a w a y  b e f o r e  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e s
o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y .  T h e  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  e n t h r o n e d  i t  t o o  f i r m l y  t o
b e  s h a k e n  b y  t h e  t i m i d  p r o t e s t  o f  a n  I t a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  t a k i n g  a  g e n e r a l
su rvey  o f  I t a ly ,  a  da rk  c loud  hangs  ove r  i t s  bosom.  I f  t he  t r ee  i s  t o  be  judged
by  i t s  f ru i t s ,  wha t  mus t  be  t he  s t a t e  o f  t h i s  coun t ry?  -  wha t  f ru i t  ha s  i t  bo rne
f o r  a g e s  a n d  a g e s ?  V i c e  h a s  w a l k e d  w i t h  b o l d ,  u n b l u s h i n g  c o u n t e n a n c e  t h r o u g h
i t s  p r o u d  c i t i e s ;  a n d  w h e n  m a n  h a s  d a r e d  t o  t h i n k  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  s e a r c h  f o r
t r u t h  a m i d  t h e  l a b y r i n t h  o f  o p i n i o n ,  h e  h a s  q u i c k l y  b e e n  r e m o v e d  t o  a
d u n g e o n .  T h e r e  t h e  g r e a t  G a l i l e o  w a s  i m m u r e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  h u n d r e d s  h a v e  d i e d
w h o s e  n a m e s  a r e  u n k n o w n ,  b u t  w h o  w e r e  a s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  p a i n  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n
as  any  ch i l d  o f  Adam.  The  da rk  ve i l  o f  t he  i nqu i s i t i on  i s  d r awn  ove r  many  o f
t h e s e  s c e n e s ;  y e t ,  e v e r  a n d  a n o n  i t  i s  b l o w n  a s i d e ,  a n d  w e  s e e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s
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o f  t o r t u r e  a n d  t h e  b o n e s  o f  t h e  m a r t y r e d .
B u t  t h e  t i m e  h a s  n o w  a r r i v e d  w h e n  t h e  G o s p e l  m u s t  b e  s o u n d e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  i t a l y  w i l l  h e a r  i t s  a n n o u n c e m e n t ,  t h o u g h  a l l  i t s  d e a d
popes  shou ld  bu r s t  i n to  l i f e !  Nor  w i l l  t he  impor t ance  o f  t h i s  mi s s ion  be  l imi t ed
to  I t a l y :  t he  way  w i l l  open  f rom hence  t o  o the r  pa r t s  o f  t he  wor ld .  The re  ha s
l o n g  b e e n  a n  i n t i m a t e  c o n n e x i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  h e r e  a n d  i n
Swi t ze r l and .  I  i n t end  to  ava i l  myse l f  o f  t h i s  c i r cums tance ,  t ha t  t he  Gospe l  may
be  e s t ab l i shed  in  bo th  p l aces .  I  sha l l  c i r cu la t e  the  "Voice  o f  Joseph"  he re ,  and
in  t he  Swi s s  Can tons ;  and  a l so  ano the r  work ,  wh ich  I  am ge t t i ng  t r ans l a t ed
t h r o u g h  t h e  p o l i t e n e s s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  m i s s i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  I t a l y
whe re  t he  Lo rd  ha s  a  peop l e :  among  o the r s  I  m igh t  men t ion  t he  c i t y  o f  N ice ,
a n d  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e p u b l i c  o f  S a n  M a r i n o ;  b u t  t h e  t i m e  h a s  n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d  f o r
s o u n d i n g  t h e  G o s p e l  t r u m p e t  i n  t h o s e  p l a c e s .

I f  c i r cums tances  pe rmi t ,  I  sha l l  p robab ly  v i s i t  Eng land  in  Feb rua ry  o r
M a r c h .

T h e  w o r k  h e r e  i s  s l o w  a n d  t e d i o u s .  T h e  s p i r i t u a l  a t m o s p h e r e  a r o u n d
us  i s  l i ke  t he  Egyp t i an  da rkness  wh ich  migh t  be  f e l t .  Neve r the l e s s ,  t he  Church
h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  t r e e  h a s  b e e n  p l a n t e d  a n d  i s  s p r e a d i n g  i t s  r o o t s .  T h e
l e a v e n  h a s  b e g u n  t o  p r o c e s s .  M a n y  g o o d  t h i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  s p o k e n  c o n c e r n i n g
I s r a e l .  M a n y  p r o p h e c i e s  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  i n  c o n n e x i o n  w i t h
t h i s  m i s s i o n ;  a n d  r e c a l l i n g  t h e m  t o  m i n d  s e e m s  l i k e  t h e  d a w n i n g  o f  d a y  u p o n
t h e  b e n i g h t e d .  W e  e s p e c i a l l y  r e m e m b e r  t h e  o n e  y o u  u t t e r e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  i n
L o n d o n .  Y o u  h a v e  n o t  f o r g o t t e n  p r o p h e s y i n g  t h a t  t h o u s a n d s  w o u l d ,  e r e  l o n g ,
embrace  t he  Gospe l  i n  I t a ly .  We  have  a l so  been  a s su red  t ha t ,  be fo re  i t  was
known in  Grea t  Br i t a in ,  a  mis s ion  was  appo in ted  to  I t a ly ;  t he  sp i r i t  o f
p r o p h e c y  t e s t i f i e d ,  b y  t h e  m o u t h s  o f  B r e t h r e n  i n  W a l e s ,  t h a t  t h e  E l d e r s  s h o u l d
c o m e  t o  t h i s  l a n d ,  a n d  c o m m e n c e  t h e i r  l a b o u r s  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h o s e  m o u n t a i n s
b y  w h i c h  w e  a r e  n o w  e n c i r c l e d ,  a n d  t h a t  f r o m  h e n c e  i t  s h o u l d  e x t e n d  i t s e l f
t r i u m p h a n t l y .  P r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  t h e s e  p r o p h e c i e s ,

I  a m ,  d e a r  B r o t h e r ,
Yours  ve ry  a f f ec t iona te ly

LORENZO SNOW.
To Frankl in  D.  Richards ,
L iverpoo l .

LETTER V.

Tur in ,  I ta ly ,
J a n u a r y  2 5 t h ,  1 8 5 1 .

DEAR PRESIDENT HYDE,
Af te r  seven  months  r e s idence  in  I t a ly ,  I  am go ing  to  b id  i t  f a rewe l l  fo r

a  s e a s o n .  I f  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  c o u l d  c o m m a n d  a l l  m y  a t t e n t i o n ,
I  migh t  l ong  l i nge r  t o  gaze  upon  these  r ea lms  o f  l ove l ines s .  One  migh t  t r ave l  f a r
o v e r  t h e  e a r t h  b e f o r e  h e  f i n d s  a  f a i r e r  c l i m e .  H e r e  m a n  d w e l l s  b e n e a t h  a n
a lmos t  c l oud l e s s  sky .  The  sun  s ca r ce ly  h ide s  h i s  f a ce  i n  summer  o r  w in t e r ;  and
when ,  a t  even t ide ,  h i s  go lden  g lo r i e s  f ade  beh ind  the  wes t e rn  h i l l s ,  t he  s i l ve r
s t a r s  s h e d  a  s e r e n e  l u s t r e  o v e r  t h e  b l u e  v a u l t  o f  i m m e n s i t y .  B u t ,  t h e
r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  t h e  m o r a l  s c e n e r y  a m i d  w h i c h  I  h a v e  b e e n  m o v i n g  w i l l  b e
m o r e  i m p e r i s h a b l y  e n g r a v e d  o n  m y  s p i r i t ,  t h a n  a l l  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e
f i r m a m e n t ,  o r  t h e  v e r d u r e  o f  p r a i r i e s  e n a m e l l e d  w i t h  t e n  t h o u s a n d  f l o w e r s .
Amid  the  l ove l ines s  o f  na tu re  I  found  the  sou l  o f  man  l i ke  a  w i lde rnes s .
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From the  pa l ace  o f  t he  K ing ,  t o  t he  l one  co t t age  on  t he  moun ta in ,  a l l  was
s h r o u d e d  i n  s p i r i t u a l  d a r k n e s s .  P r o t e s t a n t  a n d  P a p i s t  l o o k e d  u p o n  e a c h  o t h e r
a s  o u t c a s t s  f r o m  t h e  h o p e s  o f  e t e r n i t y ;  b u t  r e g a r d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  t h e  f a v o r i t e s
o f  h e a v e n .  A n d  t h u s  t h e y  h a d  d o n e  f r o m  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l .  T h e  c h a n g i n g
ephemera l      s ec t a r i an i sm o f  Eng land  and  Amer i ca ,  i s ,  i n  many  r e spec t s ,  un l i ke
t h e  s t u r d y  s u p e r s t i t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  H e r e ,  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  i s  n o t  t h e  o f f s p r i n g
o f  b o a s t e d  m o d e r n  r e f o r m a t i o n ;  b u t  m a y  f a i r  d i s p u t e  w i t h  R o m e  a s  t o  w h i c h  i s
t h e  o l d e s t  i n  a p o s t a c y .  E v e r y  m a n  h o l d s  a  c r e e d  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s m i t t e d
f r o m  s i r e  t o  s o n  f o r  a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s ,  w h e t h e r  h e  b e  P r o t e s t a n t  o r  C a t h o l i c ;  a n d
o f t en  he  w i l l  l ay  h i s  hand  on  h i s  hea r t ,  and  swea r  by  t he  f a i t h  o f  h i s  f o r e f a the r s ,
t ha t  he  w i l l  l i ve ,  and  d i e ,  a s  t hey  have  l i ved  and  d i ed .

T h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  f o r m  a  v e r y  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  h a r a s s e d
fo r  cen tu r i e s  by  f i e r ce  a t t acks  f rom power fu l  a rmies  o f  Ca tho l i c s ;  bu t  a f t e r
s a n g u i n a r y  p e r s e c u t i o n s ,  t h e y  h a v e  r e v i v e d  a s  t h e  c o r n ,  a n d  g r o w n  a s  t h e  v i n e .
O n c e  t h e i r  l a s t  r e m n a n t  w a s  d r i v e n  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d ;  b u t  a  c o u r a g e o u s  m i n i s t e r ,
a s s u m i n g  a  m i l i t a r y  c h a r a c t e r ,  l e d  t h e m  b a c k  v i c t o r i o u s l y  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e
va l l eys .  The  por t r a i t  o f  th i s  he ro  bea r s  the  fo l lowing  insc r ip t ion :  -

" I  p r e a c h  a n d  f i g h t :  I  h a v e  a  d o u b l e  c o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  t h e s e  t w o
con te s t s  occupy  my  sou l .  Z ion  i s  now to  be  r ebu i l t ,  and  t he  sword  i s  needed  a s
wel l  a s  the  t rowel . "

T h e  E n g l i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n t e r f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f ;
a n d  l a r g e  d o n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t h e m  f r o m  v a r i o u s  P r o t e s t a n t  c o u n t r i e s .
M a n y  a  t r i b u t e  o f  a d m i r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p a i d  t h e m  b y  m e n  o f  a b i l i t y  f r o m  t h e
ch ie f  s ec t s  o f  P ro te s t an t i sm,  t i l l  t he i r  l i t t l e  church  has  been  f l a t t e r ed  in to
i m m e a s u r a b l e  s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  h y m n  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  f e e l i n g s  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  t h e i r
r o m a n t i c  s i t u a t i o n :  -

For  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  h i l l s  we  b le s s  Thee ,
O u r  G o d ,  o u r  f a t h e r s '  G o d .
T h o u  h a s t  m a d e  T h y  c h i l d r e n  m i g h t y
B y  t h e  t o u c h  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n  s o d .
T h o u  h a s t  f i x e d  o u r  a r k  o f  r e f u g e
W h e r e  t h e  s p o i l e r ' s  h o o t  n e ' e r  t r o d .
For  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  h i l l s  we  b le s s  Thee ,
O u r  G o d ,  o u r  f a t h e r s '  G o d .
We  a r e  wa t che r s  o f  a  beacon ,  
W h o s e  l i g h t  m u s t  n e v e r  d i e :
W e  a r e  g u a r d i a n s  o f  a n  a l t a r ,
'Mids t  the  s i l ence  o f  the  sky .
The  rocks  y i e ld  foun t s  o f  cou rage ,
S t r u c k  f o r t h  a s  b y  T h y  r o d .
For  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  h i l l s  we  b le s s  Thee ,
O u r  G o d ,  o u r  f a t h e r s '  G o d .
F o r  t h e  d a r k  r e s o u n d i n g  c a v e r n s ,
Where  Thy  s t i l l ,  smal l  vo ice  i s  heard ;
Fo r  t he  s t rong  p ines  o f  t he  fo re s t s ,  
T h a t  b y  T h y  b r e a t h  a r e  s t i r r e d ;
F o r  t h e  s t o r m ,  o n  w h o s e  f r e e  p i n i o n s ,
Thy  Sp i r i t  wa lks  ab road ;
For  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  h i l l s  we  b le s s  Thee ,
O u r  G o d ,  o u r  f a t h e r s '  G o d .
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T h e  r o y a l  e a g l e  d a r t e t h
O ' e r  h i s  q u a r r y  f r o m  t h e  h e i g h t s ,
A n d  t h e  s t a g ,  t h a t  k n o w s  n o  m a s t e r ,
Seeks  the re  h i s  wi ld  de l igh t s ;
B u t  w e ,  f o r  T h y  c o m m u n i o n ,
H a v e  s o u g h t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  s o d .
For  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  h i l l s  we  b le s s  Thee ,
O u r  G o d ,  o u r  f a t h e r s '  G o d .
T h e  b a n n e r  o f  t h e  c h i e f t a i n ,
Far ,  f a r  be low us  waves ;
T h e  w a r - h o r s e  o f  t h e  s p e a r m a n
C a n n o t  r e a c h  o u r  l o f t y  c a v e s .
T h y  d a r k  c l o u d s  w r a p t  t h e  t h r e s h o l d
O f  f r e e d o m ' s  l a s t  a b o d e .
For  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  h i l l s  we  b le s s  Thee ,
O u r  G o d ,  o u r  f a t h e r s '  G o d .
F o r  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  T h y  p r e s e n c e
R o u n d  o u r  c a m p  o f  r o c k  o u t s p r e a d ;
For  the  s t e rn  de f i l e s  o f  ba t t l e ,
B e a r i n g  r e c o r d  o f  o u r  d e a d ;
F o r  t h e  s n o w s  a n d  f o r  t h e  t o r r e n t s ,
F o r  t h e  f r e e  h e a r t ' s  b u r i a l  s o d ;
For  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  h i l l s  we  b le s s  Thee ,
O u r  G o d ,  o u r  f a t h e r s '  G o d .

T h e i r  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  j o i n e d  w i t h  d e e p  i g n o r a n c e ,  p r e s e n t s  a  f o r m i d a b l e
oppos i t i on  t o  t he  p rog re s s  o f  t he  Gospe l .  They  have  had  so  l i t t l e  i n t e r cou r se
w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  -  s o  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a n y  t h i n g  b e y o n d  t h e i r  o w n
scenes  o f  pas to ra l  l i f e ,  t ha t  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  t hem to  con templa t e  t he  g rea t
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t e m p o r a l  a n d  e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n .

O n e  l o n g  r o u n d  o f  a l m o s t  u n r e m i t t i n g  t o i l  i s  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  b o t h  s e x e s .
t h e  w o m a n  w h o  i s  v e n e r a b l e  w i t h  g r e y  h a i r s  i s  s e e n  l a d e n  w i t h  w o o d ,  o r  h e a v y
b a s k e t s  o f  m a n u r e ,  w h i l e  t r a v e l l i n g  t h e  r u g g e d  p a t h s  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  N o
d r u d g e r y  h e r e  b u t  w h a t  m u s t  b e  s h a r e d  b y  t h e  d e l i c a t e  f e m a l e  f r a m e .  I  h a v e
t r a v e l l e d  f a r  o v e r  t h e  e a r t h ,  f r o m  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  t o r r i d  Z o n e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n s
o f  e t e r n a l  s n o w ,  b u t  n e v e r  b e f o r e  b e h e l d  a  p e o p l e  w i t h  s o  m a n y  m e n t a l  a n d
p h y s i c a l  d e r a n g e m e n t s .  B u t  t h e  h o u r  o f  t h e i r  d e l i v e r a n c e  d r a w s  n i g h .

T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h i s  k i n g d o m  a f f o r d s  n o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  w e  s h a l l
e v e r  e n j o y  t h e  s a m e  r e l i g i o u s  p r i v i l e g e s  a s  o u r  b r e t h r e n  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  o t h e r
c o u n t r i e s .

A  m e r c i f u l  p r o v i d e n c e  h a s  h i t h e r t o  p r e s e r v e d  u s  f r o m  b e i n g  e n t a n g l e d
in  t he  meshes  o f  t he  l aw .  A  bookse l l e r  t o ld  me ,  t he  o the r  day ,  t ha t  he  was  no t
a l lowed  to  se l l  a  B ib le .  No  work  i s  pe rmi t t ed  to  be  pub l i shed  tha t  a t t acks  the
p r inc ip l e s  o f  Ca tho l i c i sm .  I  l ook  w i th  wonde r  upon  t he  road  by  wh ich  t he  Lo rd
ha th  l ed  me  s ince  I  c ame  to  t h i s  l and .  F rom the  f i r s t  day  t ha t  I  t r od  t he  I t a l i an
s o i l ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  c h a i n  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  s p r u n g  f r o m
c h a n c e ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  w i s e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  H i m  w h o  r u l e t h  i n  t h e  k i n g d o m s  o f
m e n .  I  t h a n k  m y  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  t h a t  I  w a s  r e s t r a i n e d  f r o m  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o
hur ry  the  g rea t  work  wi th  wh ich  I  was  en t rus t ed .  A l l  t he  j ea lous  po l i cy  o f  I t a ly
h a s  b e e n  h u s h e d  i n t o  r e p o s e  b y  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  s i l e n c e  o f  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s ;  a n d ,

ITALIAN MISSION.2 2



© 2003 Bella Sion, Inc.  ( http://www.bellasion.org )
Permission granted to reproduce these materials on a limited basis for personal use only

a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  n o  p r i n c i p l e  h a s  b e e n  c o m p r o m i s e d ,  n o  c o n c e s s i o n  h a s  b e e n
m a d e ,  b u t ,  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y ,  w e  w e r e  a l w a y s  e n g a g e d  f o r m i n g  s o m e  n e w
a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  o r  b r e a k i n g  d o w n  s o m e  a n c i e n t  b a r r i e r  o f  p r e j u d i c e .

Such  s lowness  was  no t  ag reeab l e  t o  me  a s  a  man ;  bu t  I  l ook  fo rward  t o
t h e  d a y  w h e n  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  g r a n d e u r  o f  o u r  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  b e  a n  a m p l e
r e w a r d  f o r  t h o s e  m o n t h s  o f  l a b o u r  w h i c h  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  a n y
t h i n g  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  j u d g e  m e r e l y  b y  t h e  e x t e r n a l
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  m o m e n t .

He re  I  may  r e l a t e  a  d r eam,  wh ich ,  t hough  s imp le  i n  i t s e l f ,  p r e sen t ed  a
t h e m e  f o r  m e d i t a t i o n  u n d e r  o u r  p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  s o m e  f r i e n d s ,  d e s c e n d i n g  a  g e n t l e
s lope  o f  beau t i fu l  g reen ,  t i l l  we  came  to  the  bank  o f  a  l a rge  body  o f  wa te r .  Here
were  two  sk i f f s ;  and  a s  I  embarked  in  t he  one ,  my  f r i ends  fo l l owed  in  t he  o the r .
We  moved  s lowly  ove r  t he  f ace  o f  t h i s  w ide - sp read ing  bay ,  w i thou t  w ind ,  o r  any
exe r t i on  on  ou r  pa r t .  As  we  were  on  a  f i sh ing  excu r s ion ,  we  were  de l igh t ed  to
b e h o l d  l a r g e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  f i s h  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r ,  a l l  a r o u n d ,  t o  a  v a s t
d i s t a n c e .  W e  b e h e l d  m a n y  p e r s o n s  s p r e a d i n g  t h e i r  n e t s  a n d  l i n e s ;  b u t  t h e y
seemed  to  be  a l l  s t a t i ona ry ;  whe rea s  we  we re  i n  con t i nua l  mo t ion .  wh i l e
p a s s i n g  o n e  o f  t h e m ,  I  d i s c o v e r e d  a  f i s h  h a d  g o t  u p o n  m y  h o o k ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t
i t  m igh t ,  pe rhaps ,  d i s tu rb  t h i s  man ' s  f ee l i ngs  t o  have  i t  c augh t ,  a s  i t  we re ,  ou t
o f  h i s  h a n d s ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w e  m o v e d  a l o n g ,  a n d  c a m e  t o  t h e  s h o r e .  I  t h e n  d r e w
i n  m y  l i n e ,  a n d  w a s  n o t  a  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  m o r t i f i e d  a t  t h e  s m a l l n e s s  o f  m y
p r i z e .  I  t h o u g h t  i t  v e r y  s t r a n g e  t h a t ,  a m o n g  s u c h  a  v a s t  m u l t i t u d e  o f  n o b l e ,
supe r io r - look ing  f i sh ,  I  shou ld  have  made  so  sma l l  a  hau l .  Bu t  a l l  my
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  v a n i s h e d  w h e n  I  c a m e  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i t s  q u a l i t i e s  w e r e  o f  a
v e r y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c h a r a c t e r . W h i l e  e n c i r c l e d  b y  m a n y  p e r s o n s  o f  n o b l e
b e a r i n g  a n d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a  p r o s p e c t  s e e m e d  o p e n i n g  f o r  t h e
e m p l o y m e n t  o f  s o m e  a m o n g  t h e m  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  B u t  t h e  L o r d
j u d g e t h  n o t  a s  m a n  j u d g e t h .  t h e  f i r s t  n a t i v e  o f  t h e s e  v a l l e y s  t h a t  I  o r d a i n e d  t o
p r e a c h  t h e  G o s p e l  w a s  o n e  w h o  s w a y e d  n o  e x t e n d e d  i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  b o a s t e d  n o
g r e a t  n a t u r a l  a b i l i t i e s ;  b u t  h e  s o u g h t  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  f a s t i n g  a n d  p r a y e r ,  a n d  t h e
S p i r i t  b e g a n  t o  r e s t  u p o n  h i m  m i g h t i l y ,  s h o w i n g  h i m ,  i n  t h e  d r e a m s  o f  n i g h t ,
t h e  g l o r i o u s  r e a l i t y  o f  t h a t  w o r k  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  a s s o c i a t e d .

Fee l ing  i t  w i sdom to  send  E lde r  S t enhouse  to  Swi t ze r l and ,  and  to  l eave
E l d e r  W o o d a r d  i n  I t a l y ;  a n d  k n o w i n g  t h e  f o r m i d a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e
d i f f i cu l t i e s  w i th  wh ich  t hey  mus t  s t r ugg l e ,  I  r e so lved  t o  be s tow  upon  t hem such
b l e s s i n g s  a s  t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t  d u t i e s ;  a n d  a s
the re  i s  power ,  knowledge ,  and  wisdom in  the  High  Pr i e s thood ,  I  f e l t  i t  was
acco rd ing  t o  t he  mind  o f  t he  Sp i r i t  t h a t  t hey  shou ld  be  ca l l ed  t o  t ha t  o f f i c e .

W e  h a v e  h e r e  n o  t e m p l e  -  n o  b u i l d i n g  m a d e  b y  h u m a n  h a n d s ,  b u t  t h e
m o u n t a i n ' s  t o w e r  a r o u n d  u s ,  f a r  a b o v e  a l l  t h e  e d i f i c e s  w h i c h  P r o t e s t a n t s  o r
P a p i s t s  u s e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  O n  S u n d a y ,  t h e  2 4 t h  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  w e  a s c e n d e d  o n e
o f  t h e s e  e m i n e n c e s  w h i c h  s e e m  t o  o c c u p y  a  p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  e a r t h  a n d  s h y ,
a n d  w h i c h ,  o n  a  f o r m e r  o c c a s i o n ,  w e  h a d  n a m e d  M o u n t  B r i g h a m .  D u r i n g  o u r
t e d i o u s  a s c e n t ,  t h e  s u n  s h o n e  f o r t h  i n  i t s  b r i g h t n e s s ;  b u t  i n  s u c h  p a r t s  a s  w e r e
s h a d e d ,  w e  f o u n d  s n o w  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  m a n y  a  c r a g g y  p e a k  a n d  r o c k y
summi t  on  eve ry  s ide  was  wh i t e  w i th  f l e eces  o f  w in t e r .  Hav ing  r eached  the  spo t
w e  s o u g h t ,  w e  g a z e d  w i t h  r a p t u r e  o n  t h e  e n c h a n t i n g  s c e n e s  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g
na tu r e .  Be fo re  u s  was  a  p l a in  so  va s t ,  t ha t  i t  s eemed  a s  i f  immens i t y  had  become
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v i s ib l e .  A l l  was  l eve l  i n  t h i s  ocean  o f  space ,  and  ye t  no  sameness  appea red  on
i t s  f e r t i l e  bosom.  He re  t owns  and  c i t i e s  we re  env i roned  by  t he  r e sou rce s  f r om
w h i c h  t h e i r  i n h a b i t a n t s  h a d  b e e n  f e d  f o r  a g e s .  A n c i e n t  a n d  f a r - f a m e d  I t a l y ,  t h e
scene  o f  ou r  m i s s ion ,  was  sp r ead  ou t  l i ke  a  v i s i on  be fo r e  ou r  enchan t ed  eyes .
L i g h t  a n d  s h a d e  p r o d u c e d  t h e i r  e f f e c t  i n  t h a t  v a s t  p i c t u r e  t o  a  s u r p r i s i n g
deg ree ;  f o r  wh i l e  t he  c louds  f l ung  t he i r  shadows  on  one  pa r t ,  ano the r  was    i l l u-
mina t ed  w i th  t he  mos t  b r i l l i an t  sun -  l i gh t ,  a s  f a r  a s  t he  eye  cou ld  r each .  Bu t
t h e r e  w a s  o n e  h a l l o w i n g  r e f l e c t i o n  w h i c h  t h r e w  a l l  a r o u n d  a  b r i g h t e r  l u s t r e
t h a n  t h e  n o o n - t i d e  f i r m a m e n t :  i t  w a s  i n  t h a t  p l a c e ,  t w o  m o n t h s  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  w e
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i n  I t a l y .  I f  w e  h a d  s t o o d  u p o n  a  p a v e m e n t
o f  g o l d  a n d  d i a m o n d s ,  i t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  l i k e  t h e
i m p e r i s h a b l e  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  t h a t  s a c r e d  s c e n e .

Amid  th i s  sub l ime  d i sp l ay  o f  t he  Crea to r ' s  works ,  we  sung  the  p ra i s e s
o f  H i s  e t e r n a l  N a m e ,  a n d  i m p l o r e d  t h o s e  g i f t s  w h i c h  o u r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s
r e q u i r e d .

I  t h e n  o r d a i n e d  E l d e r  W o o d a r d  a s  a  H i g h  P r i e s t ,  a n d  a s k e d  m y
H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  t o  g i v e  h i m  w i s d o m  a n d  s t r e n g t h  t o  w a t c h  o v e r  t h e  C h u r c h  i n
I t a l y ,  w h a t e v e r  m i g h t  b e  t h e  s c e n e s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  t o  p a s s ,  a n d
t h a t  h e  m i g h t  b e  e n a b l e d  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  w o r k  w h i c h  I  h a d  c o m m e n c e d .  I  a l s o
o r d a i n e d  E l d e r  S t e n h o u s e  a s  a  H i g h  P r i e s t ,  a n d  p r a y e d  t h a t  h i s  w a y  m i g h t  b e
o p e n e d  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  f o r  c a r r y i n g  f o r t h  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  L o r d  i n  t h a t
i n t e r e s t i n g  c o u n t r y .

In  a  f ew  days  a f t e rwa rds ,  E lde r  S t enhouse  p roceeded  on  h i s  m i s s ion .
O  I t a l y !  t h o u  b i r t h - p l a c e  a n d  b u r i a l - g r o u n d  o f  t h e  p r o u d  C a e s a r s ,  w h o

s w a y e d s t  t h e  s c e p t r e  o f  t h i s  m u n d a n e  c r e a t i o n  -  l a n d  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  a r t s ,  a n d
once  the  cen t re  o f  the  wor ld ' s  c iv i l i za t ion  -  who  sha l l  t e l l  a l l  t he  g rea tness  which
b rea the s  i n  t he  s t o ry  o f  t hy  pa s t ?  and  who ,  oh !  who  sha l l  t e l l  a l l  t he  co r rup t i on
w h i c h  b r o o d s  o n  t h y  b o s o m  n o w ?

Land  o f  f lowers  and  f ru i t fu lness  o f  t he  v ine ,  t he  o l ive  and  o range ,  a l l
t h a t  b l u s h e s  i n  b e a u t y  a n d  c h a r m s  w i t h  d e l i c a c y  i s  s p r e a d  o ' e r  t h y  g r e e n  f i e l d s ,
o r  g r o w s  i n  t h y  e m p i r e  g a r d e n ;  b u t  t h y  c h i l d r e n  a r e  d e e p  i n  p o l l u t i o n ,  a n d
s p r i n g  l i k e  t h o r n s  a n d  t h i s t l e s ,  a m i d  t h y  f l o r a l  s c e n e s  o f  e n d l e s s  e n c h a n t m e n t .
F r o m  t h e  w a v e - s w e p t  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  b l e a k
Alp ine  r eg ion ,  t hy  sunny  p l a in s  l i e  sp read  l i ke  a  f a i ry  r ea lm .  Here  r eposes  t he
d u s t  o f  m i l l i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  m i g h t y  i n  a g e s  g o n e  b y ,  a n d  f l o o d e d  t h e  e a r t h  w i t h
t h e  f a m e  o f  t h e i r  d e e d s .  H e r e  a r e  t h e  f i e l d s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c r i m s o n e d  w i t h  t h e
b l o o d  o f  r o y a l t y ,  a n d  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  g r a v e  o f  d y n a s t i e s .  P o e t s  t h a t  s u n g  f o r
t h e  p r a i s e s  o f  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  p r i n c e s  t h a t  w i e l d e d  t h e  S c e p t r e  o f  p o w e r  d u r i n g
many  a  c r i s i s  o f  t he  wor ld ' s  h i s to ry ,  a r e  l a id  l ow  benea th  t he  dus t  o f  t hy  f i e ld s
a n d  v i n e y a r d s .

Bu t  i s  t he re  nough t  he re  s ave  t he  t omb  o f  t he  pas t ?  O ,  I t a ly !  an  e t e rna l
w i n t e r  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  t h y  f a m e ,  a n d  f r o s t e d  t h e  f l o w e r s  o f  t h y  g e n i u s ,
a n d  c l o u d e d  t h e  s u n - b e a m s  o f  g l o r y ?  N o !  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h y  s t o r y  s h a l l  o u t s h i n e
t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  t h y  c h i l d r e n  s h a l l  y e t  b e  m o r e  r e n o w n e d  t h a n  i n  t h e  a g e s  o f  o l d .
T h o u g h  t h e  t r i p l e  c r o w n  o f  e a r t h ' s  p r o u d e s t  a p o s t a t e  s h e d  a  t i n s e l  s p l e n d o u r
o v e r  t h y  b o u n d l e s s  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  T r u t h  s h a l l  y e t  b e  v i c t o r i o u s  a m i d  t h y
B a b y l o n i s h  r e g i o n s .  W h e r e  t r i u m p h a n t  w a r r i o r s  w e r e  s t a i n e d  w i t h  g o r e ,  a n d
p r i n c e s  r e i g n e d  i n  t h e  p o m p  o f  t y r a n n y ,  t h e  s u r e ,  t h o u g h  t a r d y  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e
G o s p e l  n o w  w e a v e s  a  f a i r e r  w r e a t h ,  a n d  w i n s  a  b r i g h t e r  c r o w n .  I  s e e  a r o u n d  m e
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many  an  eye  wh ich  wi l l ,  one  day ,  g l i s t en  wi th  de l igh t  a t  t he  t i d ings  o f  E te rna l
T ru th  -  many  a  coun t enance  wh ich  w i l l  ado rn  t he  a s semb l i e s  o f  t he  L iv ing  God .
T h e r e  i s  y e t  t h e  b l o o d  o f  H e a v e n ' s  n o b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m a n y  a m i d  t h y
s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s ;  a n d  s o o n e r  w i l l  t h a t  b l o o d  s t a i n  t h e  s c a f f o l d  o f  m a r t y r d o m ,
t h a n  d i s h o n o u r  t h e  m a n l y  s p i r i t s  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  i s  c o n n e c t e d .

Geneva ,  Feb rua ry  6 th .  I  have  r e se rved  the  c lo s ing  o f  my  l e t t e r  t i l l  my
a r r i v a l  i n  G e n e v a .  A s  I  t o o k  m y  d e p a r t u r e  f o r m  P i e d m o n t ,  m u c h  k i n d l y  f e e l i n g
was  man i f e s t ed  t owards  me .  I  behe ld ,  w i th  no  sma l l  deg ree  o f  s a t i s f ac t i on ,  t he
work  o f  t he  Lo rd  ex t end ing ,  and  t he  l i ve ly  e f fo r t s  i n  ope ra t i on  fo r  t he  sp r ead
of  the  p r inc ip l e s  o f  T ru th .  You  may  fo rm some  idea  o f  t he  d i f f i cu l t i e s  wh ich
have  bese t  my  e f fo r t s  t o  pub l i sh ,  when  I  t e l l  you  tha t  "The  Voice  o f  Joseph"  i s
now circulat ing in I taly,  with a wood-cut  of  a  CATHOLIC NUN, ANCHOR, LAMP
and  CROSS on  the  f i r s t  page ,  and  on  the  l a s t ,  Noah ' s  Ark ,  t he  Dove ,  and  the
Ol ive .  Wi th  th i s  work ,  and  "The  Anc ien t  Gospe l  Res to red , "  in  my  t runk ,
pocke t s ,  and  ha t  I  c ros sed  the  Alps ,  i n  t he  mids t  o f  a  s to rm o f  snow,  sca rce ly
knowing  whe the r  I  was  dead  o r  a l ive .  I t  i s  one  th ing  to  r ead  o f  t r ave l l i ng  ove r
the  back  bone  o f  Eu rope  i n  t he  dep th  o f  w in t e r ;  bu t  do ing  i t  i s  qu i t e  d i f f e r en t .

S ince  my  a r r iva l  i n  the  f amed  c i ty  o f  Ca lv in ,  I  have  had  seve ra l  i n t e r-
v i ews  wi th  some  in t e l l i gen t  Swis s  gen t l emen ,  who  have ,  t h rough  the  e f fo r t s  o f
E l d e r  S t e n h o u s e ,  a n d  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  m y  w o r k s ,  b e c o m e  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d ,  a n d
promise  f a i r  t o  g ive  a  good  inves t iga t ion  to  t he  work .  In  consequence  o f  so
much  d i f f i cu l ty  and  vexa t ion  in  ge t t ing  ou t  pub l i ca t ions  in  I t a ly ,  I  f e l l
u n w i l l i n g  t o  d r a w  m a n y  b o o k s  f r o m  t h a t  q u a r t e r ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  I  f e e l  i t  m y  d u t y  t o
m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  g e t  p u b l i s h e d ,  h e r e ,  a  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  b o t h  w o r k s .  I  a m
much  p l eased  wi th  t he  p rospec t  o f  e s t ab l i sh ing  the  Gospe l  i n  Geneva .  I  f ee l
FREE,  and  in  a  FREE a tmosphere  and  to  p rophecy  GOOD OF SWITZERLAND.

Yours  a f fec t iona te ly ,
LORENZO SNOW.

To  Pres iden t  Orson  Hyde ,

Kanesv i l le ,  Iowa Terr i tory ,  

N o r t h  A m e r i c a .

LETTER FROM ELDER WOODARD T O LORENZO SNOW.

La Tour ,  Va l lee  de  Luserne ,

P iedmon t ,  I t a l y ,

F e b r u a r y  2 6 t h ,  1 8 5 1 .

DEAR PRESIDENT SNOW,
I  a m  h a p p y  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  B r e t h r e n  a n d  S i s t e r s  i n  I t a l y  a r e  a l l

we l l ,  and  s end  t he i r  s a lu t a t i ons  t o  you ,  w i th  t he  r eques t  t ha t  you  w i l l  a l so  s a lu t e
t h e  C h u r c h e s  i n  E n g l a n d  f o r  t h e m .

O n  t h e  2 4 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  t w o  y o u n g  m e n  p r e s e n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r
b a p t i s m .  I t  r a i n e d  a n d  s n o w e d  a g a i n ,  a n d  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  w a s  s o  d e n s e ,  t h a t  w e
cou ld  no t  s ee  d i s t i nc t l y  a  l i t t l e  way  a -head .  Bu t  a s  we  descended  towards  t he
A n g r o g n a  r i v e r ,  a  s i n g u l a r  s c e n e  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  -  t h e  c l o u d s  s u d d e n l y  r e n t
a s s u n d e r ,  a s  i f  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r ,  a n d  t h e  s i d e  o f  M o u n t  B r i g h a m
was  v i s ib l e  i n  a  momen t ,  f rom the  t op  to  t he  bo t tom.  I  exc l a imed ,  "The  ve i l  ove r
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I t a ly  has  bur s t ! "  and  ye t ,  a t  t he  ins t an t ,  I  knew no t  wha t  I  was  say ing .  I  s tood
p a r a l y z e d  w i t h  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  v i e w s  w h i c h  o p e n e d  o n  e v e r y  s i d e :  t h e n  w i t h  a
p r a y e r  t o  I s r a e l ' s  G o d ,  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  s t r e a m .

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a s s e m b l e d ,  a n d  I  c o m m e n c e d
p r e a c h i n g :  b u t  t h e  d e v i l  e n t e r e d  i n t o  s o m e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  T r u t h ,
a n d  I  s a w  h e  h a d  g o t  f i r m  h o l d ,  a n d  m y  w o r d s  s e e m e d  t o  b e  w a s t e d  o n  t h e
a s s e m b l y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s u c h  a  d e a d e n i n g  a n d  d e f i l i n g  i n f l u e n c e ,  I
t h e r e f o r e  s t o p p e d  s h o r t ,  a n d  s a t  d o w n ,  a f t e r  g i v i n g  a n  i n t i m a t i o n  t h a t  e v e r y
body  migh t  go  where  they  l i ked .  By  th i s  means  I  go t  r i d  o f  t he  cha f f ,  wh i l e  t he
g o o d  g r a i n  r e m a i n e d .  I  t h e n  r e - c o m m e n c e d  p r e a c h i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d
r e s t e d  u p o n  u s .  M a n y  a  t e a r  r o l l e d  d o w n  t h o s e  w e a t h e r -  b e a t e n  f a c e s .  T h e  n e x t
d a y  I  b a p t i z e d  t e n  p e r s o n s :  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  r i c h  a n d  n o b l e ,  b u t  y o u  j u d g e  t h e m
b y  t h e i r  o w n  l a n g u a g e ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  e a c h  g i v e n  m e  a  l i n e  t o  s e n d  t o  t h e i r
fo re ign  b re th ren .  They  a re  a s  fo l lows :  -

1  M a y  w e  m e e t  w h e n  t h e  e a r t h  i s  r e n o v a t e d .
2  P ray  fo r  a  young  s i s t e r ,  who  wishes  to  g row in  g race .
3  A b s e n t  i n  b o d y ,  b u t  u n i t e d  i n  s p i r i t .
4  H a l l e l u j a h ,  f o r  t h e  L o r d  h a t h  r e m e m b e r e d  h i s  p e o p l e .
5  I f  w e  d o  n o t  m e e t  i n  t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  m a y  w e  e m b r a c e  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e

re su r r ec t ion .  (Th i s  i s  f rom a  Bro the r  who  i s  62  yea r s  o ld . )
6  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  w e a k n e s s  I  h o p e  f o r  s t r e n g t h .
7  P r a y  f o r  a  p o o r  B r o t h e r .
8  M a y  w e  b e  c r o w n e d  w i t h  g l o r y  w h e n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  j u d g e d .
The  o the r  Bre th ren  and  S i s t e r s  have  sen t  t he  fo l lowing :  -
W e  t h a n k  o u r  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e

p a t h w a y  o f  a  n e w  a n d  e n d l e s s  l i f e .
One  Bro ther ,  who  i s  a  f i rm be l i ever  in  the  "Voice  o f  Joseph ,"  I  have

advanced  a s  an  E lde r .  F ive  mon ths  ago ,  he  was  r eques t ed  t o  t ake  t he  o f f i ce  o f
E l d e r  i n  t h e  W a l d e n s i a n  C h u r c h .  T h i s  h e  r e f u s e d .

P l ease  add re s s  my  l e t t e r s  a s  u sua l ,  bu t  add  "Pos t e  Res t an t e , "  I  do  no t
s e e  a n  o p e n i n g  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  L o r d  w i l l  e n a b l e  m e  t o
b e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  H o t e l ,  a n d  b y  t h a t  m e a n s  I  s h a l l  k n o w  m o r e  a s  t o  t h e  t r u e
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .

R e m e m b e r  m e  t o  S i s t e r  W o o d a r d ,  a n d  a l l  f r i e n d s  w h o m  y o u  s e e  i n  y o u r
t r a v e l s .

A l l  k i n d s  o f  c a l u m n y  a n d  p e t t y  p e r s e c u t i o n s  a r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  u s e .  T h e
dev i l  i s  no t  i d l e  he r e :  and  some t imes  he  t e l l s  t he  t r u th .

Yours  i n  t he  New and  Eve r l a s t i ng  covenan t ,
JABEZ WOODARD.

POETRY.

T H E H E R O Õ S R E W A R D .
BY MISS E.R.SNOW

Wel l  may  the  f i r e  o f  g lo ry  b laze
U p o n  t h e  w a r r i o r s  t r e a d ,

A n d  n a t i o n s  t w i n e  t h e  w r e a t h  o f  p r a i s e
A r o u n d  t h e  h e r o ' s  h e a d :

H i s  p a t h  i s  h o n o u r ,  a n d  h i s  n a m e
Is  wr i t t en  on  the  sp i r e  o f  f ame .
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His  deeds  a r e  deeds  o f  cou rage ,  f o r
H e  t r e a d s  o ' e r  g o r y  g r o u n d ,

A m i d  t h e  p r i d e  a n d  p o m p  o f  w a r ,
W h e n  c a r n a g e  s w e e p s  a r o u n d ;

W i t h  s w o r d  u n s h e a t h ' d ,  h e  s t a n d s  b e f o r e
T h e  f o e ,  a m i d  t h e  c a n n o n ' s  r o a r .

I f  s u c h  t h e  m e e d  t h e  w a r r i o r  g a i n s  -
I f  s u c h  t h e  p a l m  h e  b e a r s  -
I f  such  ins ign ia  he  ob ta ins  -
I f  such  t he  c rown  he  wea r s  -

I f  l au r e l s  t hus  h i s  head  en tw ine ,
A n d  s t a r s  o f  t r i u m p h  r o u n d  h i m  s h i n e ,

H o w  n o b l e  m u s t  b e  h i s  r e w a r d
W h o ,  ' m i d s t  t h e  c r a f t s  o f  m e n ,

C l a d  i n  t h e  a r m o u r  o f  t h e  L o r d ,
g o e s  f o r t h  t o  b a t t l e ,  w h e n

T h e  p o w e r s  o f  d a r k n e s s  w a r f a r e  w a g e ,
A n d  S a t a n ' s  h o s t  a r o u n d  h i m  r a g e .

W h o  g o e s  o p i n i o n  t o  u n b i n d ,
T h a t  r e a s o n  m a y  g o  f r e e ,

A n d  l i b e r a t e  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d
F r o m  p r i e s t l y  t y r a n n y ,

T o  s e v e r  s u p e r s t i t i o n ' s  r o d ,
A n d  p r o p a g a t e  t h e  t r u t h  o f  G o d ,

W h o  w a r s  w i t h  p r e j u d i c e ,  t o  b r e a k
A s u n d e r  e r r o r ' s  c h a i n ,

A n d  m a k e  t h e  s a n d y  p i l l a r s  s h a k e
W h e r e  h u m a n  d o g m a s  r e i g n  -

W h o  d a r e s  t o  b e  a  m a n  o f  G o d ,
A n d  b e a r  t h e  S p i r i t ' s  s w o r d  a b r o a d ,  -

Above  a l l  ea r th ly ,  h i s  sha l l  be
An  eve r l a s t i ng  f ame :

The  Arch ives  o f  E te rn i ty
Wi l l  r eg i s t e r  h i s  name

W i t h  g e m s  o f  s a c r e d  h o n o u r  r i f e  -
His  c rown wi l l  be  e te rna l  l i fe .

STANZA O N THE PRESENTATION OF THE BOOK OF
MORMON T O QUEEN VICTORIA

BY MISS E .R. SNOW

Before  l eav ing  London ,  E lde r  Lorenzo  Snow presen ted  to  Her  Majes ty
Queen  Vic to r i a ,  and  His  Roya l  Highness  P r ince  Albe r t ,  t h rough  the  po l i t eness  o f
S i r  Henry  Whea t l ey ,  two  nea t ly  bound  cop ie s  o f  t he  Book  o f  Mormon ,  wh ich
h a d  b e e n  d o n a t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  B r i g h a m  Y o u n g ,  a n d  l e f t  i n  t h e  c a r e  i s  E l d e r
Snow fo r  t ha t  pu rpose ,  wh ich  c i r cums tances  sugges t ed  the  fo l lowing  l i nes :  -

O f  a l l  t h e  m o n a r c h s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,
T h a t  w e a r  t h e  r o b e s  o f  r o y a l t y ,

S h e  h a s  i n h e r i t e d ,  b y  b i r t h
T h e  b r o a d e s t  w r e a t h  o f  m a j e s t y .
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From he r  w ide  t e r r i t o r i a l  w ing ,
T h e  s u n  d o e s  n o t  w i t h d r a w  i t s  l i g h t ;
W h i l e  e a r t h ' s  d i u r n a l  m o t i o n s  b r i n g

T o  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  d a y  a n d  n i g h t .
A l l  e a r t h l y  t h r o n e s  a r e  t o t t e r i n g  t h i n g s ,

W h e r e  l i g h t s  a n d  s h a d o w s  i n t e r v e n e ;
A n d  r e g a l  h o n o u r  o f t e n  b r i n g s
The  sca f fo ld  o r  the  gu i l lo t ine .

Bu t  s t i l l  he r  s cep t r e  i s  approved :  
A l l  na t i ons  deck  t he  wrea th  she  wea r s .
Ye t ,  l i ke  the  you th  whom Jesus  loved ,

One  th ing  i s  l ack ing ,  even  the re .
Bu t  lo !  a  p r i ze  possess ing  more

O f  w o r t h ,  t h a n  g e m s  w i t h  h o n o u r  r i f e  -
A  he ra ld  o f  Sa lva t i on  bo re

To  he r  t he  words  o f  end le s s  l i f e .
Tha t  g i f t ,  however  foo l s  de r ide ,

I s  wor thy  o f  he r  roya l  ca re :
S h e ' d  b e t t e r  l a y  h e r  c r o w n  a s i d e

T h a n  s p u r n  t h e  l i g h t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e r e .
O  w o u l d  s h e  n o w  h e r  i n f l u e n c e  b e n d  -

The  i n f l uence  o f  r oya l t y ,
M e s s i a h ' s  K i n g d o m  t o  e x t e n d ,

A n d  Z i o n ' s  " n u r s i n g  m o t h e r "  b e :
T h u s ,  w i t h  t h e  g l o r y  o f  h e r  n a m e

Insc r ibed  on  Z ion ' s  lo f ty  sp i re ,
S h e ' d  w i n  a  w r e a t h  o f  e n d l e s s  f a m e ,
T o  l a s t  w h e n  o t h e r  w r e a t h s  e x p i r e .

Though  ove r  mi l l i ons  ca l l ed  t o  r e ign ,
Her se l f  a  power fu l  na t i on ' s  boas t ,
T  w o u l d  b e  h e r  e v e r l a s t i n g  g a i n

To se rve  the  King ,  the  Lord  of  Hos ts .
F o r  t h e r e  a r e  c r o w n s  a n d  t h r o n e s  o n  h i g h ,

A n d  k i n g d o m s  t h e r e  t o  b e  c o n f e r r ' d  -
T h e r e  h o n o u r s  w a i t  t h a t  n e v e r  d i e ;

T h e r e  f a m e ' s  i m m o r t a l  t r u m p  i s  h e a r d .
T ru th  echoes  -  ' t  i s  J ehovah ' s  word ;

L e t  k i n g s  a n d  q u e e n s  a n d  p r i n c e s  h e a r :
In  d i s t an t  I s l e s  t he  sound  i s  hea rd ;

Ye heavens  re jo ice!  O ear th ,  g ive  ear !
T h e  t i m e ,  t h e  t i m e  i s  n o w  a t  h a n d

To  g ive  a  g lo r ious  pe r iod  b i r th :
The  Son  o f  God  wi l l  t ake  command ,
A n d  r u l e  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .

FINIS.
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